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SGA candidates vie
for votes at debate
BY PAUL HACKBARTH

.... . ···c()Jiewsiidiio;:--·--

Student involvement, inequity in
the UM: system, MOBIDS and The
Current were all hot topics in the SGA
~ debates Monday as three student candidates contended for the top student
government office.
SGA presidential candidates David
Dodd, junior, international business,
Jen Staggenborg, senior, music and
D' Andre Braddix, sophomore, crimi~ nology and criminal justice, voiced
their opinions and answered questions
about campus issues. Kate Drolet, editor-in-chief of The Current, moderated
the debate.
Dodd's priorities included promoting the campus, providing more
" opportunities and representing all students. Dodd said the most important

~
~

job as SGA president is "making sure
the student point of view is represented in the University." Dodd believes
the student voice has a unique viewpoint different from faculty and
administrators.
Staggenborg said her campaign
centered on promoting student
involvement and mobilizing students
on a state level to be effective on campus. The job of the president, she said,
is to improve relationships between
the community and University, as well
as students and faculty.
Braddix, running on the Action
Slate, hopes to increase involvement
in student government since every student is part of the SGA. 'The constitution requires the president to be the
representative of the student body" at
a local and systemwide level, he said.
The candidates addressed campus
issues, such as the University's

unequal representation in the UM: system. Braddix, who lobbied in
Jefferson City, said, "I would like to
talk with the Board of Curators and
see exactly why it is that we receive
less funding than the other universities."
Dodd considers the campus the
greatest responsibility of the president
Dodd, a member of ASUM, showed
that the organization is responsible for
representing all campuses, not just
UM-St Louis.
Staggenborg sees the inequity
problem as twofold, involving both
equity funding and student curator
association. She supports a grassroots
campaign to raise interest for more
student lobbyists.
Concerning the MOBIUS cuts,
Staggenborg, who is against the cuts,
believes MOBIUS is imperative to the
University and said the proposed cuts

Student wins
$125,000 for
environmental
work in Africa

Golchert
will stay
on ballot
Kevin Ottleyl The Current

D'Andre Braddix addresses a question posed to him during the
SGA Debate which was held Tuesday afternoon. Braddix, Jen
Staggenborg (center) and David Dodd (left) are the candidates
vying for the 2005-06 SGA Presidency.
will hurt graduate programs.
Braddix suggested that the SGA
pass a resolution declaring that the
University is not in favor of the cut.
Showing a united front and working
with a student curator would be beneficial, he said.
Dodd believes it is the president's
responsibility and burden to fight for
the interests of students, especially

relating to MOBIUS.
Candidates also discussed the proposed student fee for The Current.
While Staggenborg supports the referendum and believes students will benefit from the student fee, Braddix
believes The Current's case is not
strong enough.
see SGA
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Calling cardboard 'home'

BY CATHERINE MARQUIS-

HOMEYER
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After holding out through near
confrontations ill a war-torn
African country to protect valuable
environmental research, a UM-St
Louis graduate student is being
honored for his bravery, determination and preservation efforts.
Corneille Ewango, graduate
student, biology, received a
Goldman Environmental Prize,
often called the "environmental
Nobel," Monday, April 18 at the
annual Goldman awards ceremony
in San Francisco, Calif.
The Goldman Prize annually
honors grassroots environmental
heroes from different regions of
the world. This
Ewango
year,
won the prize for
Africa for his
heroic dedication
to his work at the
Wildlife
Conservation
Ewango
Society'S
research facility in the lturi Forest
of the Democratic Republic of
C Dngo.
Ewango, who has attended
UM-St. Louis since August 2003,
worked as a botanist and herbarium curator at the Centre de
Formation et de Recherche en
Conservation Forestiere research
center. located near the lturi Forest
Reserve.
Ewango's first reaction upon
hearing he had won the prestigious
Goldman Prize was surprise.
''They told me they had been lookin,; for me for about a week to tell
m; I had won a prize," he said.
Ewango said the hardest part
about \vinning the prize was keepin!r. it secret for so long. 'They told
m~ I had won in December last
w ar and told me I could only tell
~y supervisor, a few colleagues
and my wife," he said.
Ewango's story demonstrates
his extraordinary qualities, includ'no his quick-witted resourcefulI c
nesS. courage and sense of commitment to his work.
.
When civil war broke out ill
J 996 in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Ewango was one of the
researchers
who
u,,-dicated
C
_
remained in the area to ~ontmue
Ius research and work ill cataloging the species of the forlest and
rotecting the data, samp es and
~LO Uected species, including
the
1";_
I'
fare Okapi, an odd-loo........,g re alive
of the giraffe.

-_._-_._ - - _._ - -- -see EWANGO, page 9

Students camp outside the MSC by the lakes in an effort to raise awareness of the homeless epidemic. The event was organized
by UM-St. Louis' Catholic Newman Center.

Social Justic~
Week gives
students insight
about poverty

BY BEN SwOFFORD

Staff Writer

"More than one-fourth of the citizens of st Louis city live in poverty," read a cardboard sign on the first
floor of the :Millennium Student
Center Thursday.
The sign, along with an informational table filled with flyers and

stickers, was part of Social Justice
Week at UM-St Louis, sponsored
by the Catholic Newman Center,
Amnesty International and Pierre
Laclede Honors College.
The week included speakers and
information booths on the issues of
the death penalty, homelessness,
environmental awareness and fair
trade, a shantytmv'Il to show solidarity with the homeless, all culminating on Friday in a total immersion

Urban Plunge Retreat.
"We just hope this week, if nothing else, got people to think about
some of the social injustices in our
society," Bobby Wassel, campus
minister at the Catholic Newman
Center said. "We are hoping it
inspires people to work for social
change."

. - - - ----..
Serf .JU$TU;:'; WEEK,
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Pilot program to return during voting week
BY MIKE ~"!ERWIN

Staff Writer

Mike Sherwin! The Curren!

SGA President Scott Bopp listens to the assembly debate on
Friday about an extension of the readership pilot program.

USA Today, The New York Tunes
and the Post-Dispatch will be once
again available for free on campus this time during the same week that
students will vote whether or not to
approve an additional student fee to
fund the USA Today Collegiate
Readership Program
The
Student
Gove=ent
Association voted on Fliday to
approve a four-day extension of the
pilot program, which provided free
newspapers at designated distribution
points on campus for a four-week
period between Jan. 10 and Feb. 4.
Students will vote online through

the MyGateway website on April2Q..
2lin a studentwide referendum on a
proposed $2 per student, per semester
fee to fund the newspaper readership
program.
If approved, the program would
provide approximately 900 papers
Monday through Friday during the
fall and winter semesters. Students
would have to swipe their UM-St.
Louis student ID through a card-reader on a newspaper distribution box to
gain access to the newspapers.
The newspaper program has been
the subject of much debate in the
SGA since it was first discussed last
fall . The pilot program extension
approved Friday was no exception.

see USA
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Student Court ruling
overturns Elections
Committee decision
to disqualify candidate
BY P ATRICIA LEE

Co-News Editor
On Friday, the Student Court
reviewed Aaron Golchert's appeal
against the Elections Committee
and voted to reinstate his eligibility
in this week's elections.
Golchert, the incumbent SGA
comptroller, is running for a second
term against SGA Chairman Brian
Rails. The Election Committee disqualified him after he missed scheduled meetings with the committee
reviewing the election rules.
Under election rules, candidates
are requireCl to meet with the
Election Committee to ensure they
understand the rules. An exception
is allowed for
those who have
"due cause" for
missing
the
meeting
and
need to meet at
another time.
Golchert
had notified the
Election
Commi ttee
Golchert
beforehand that
he would not be able to attend either
of the scheduled meetings because
of school and work conflicts. He
offered to meet with them over the
phone or at another time, but the
committee said it did not have
enough time to schedule another
meeting.
Brandon Dempsey, chief justice
of Student Court. said they decided
to reinstate Golchert on the ballot
because the election rules were
ambiguous.
'We ruled in favor of Aaron
because there isn't a strict timeline
in the election IUles that states when
he should have let the election committee know that he wasn't going to
be able to make the meeting,"
Dempsey said. "He did wait until
the day before the second meeting
to let the election committee know
that he wasn't going to make it, but
the court voted 5 to 1 to reinstate
him back onto the ballot."
In his appeal letter, Golchert said
that he realized that he should have
informed the committee earlier, but
felt that it was wrong to disqualify

him.
"A complete disqualification of
a candidate for missing one meeting
for legitimate school and workrelated reasons is not right," he said.
The Student Court's fonnal decision stated, "Aaron Go1chert shall
be allowed to run in the student
elections, but he must still fulfill the
requirements in the election
rules ... This must be fulfilled before
the general student election."
After being disqualified, candidates are not allowed to campaign,
so Golchert missed the debates last
Monday and was not allowed to
promote his candidacy. He said that
missing a week of campaigning
may have hurt his campaign, but he
felt that he could overcome it and
have a successful re-election bid.
''1 have a whole fraternity out
there with 30 people who are going
to help me," he said. "Secondly, I
am pretty well known with SGA as
comptroller and third, I think I'm
well-recognized on campus as
homecoming king."
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Put it on the Board!

Mon. April 18

Graduate School Day

The Graduate School viill hold its
annual Graduate School Day on
Monday, April 18 from 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. in the Century Rooms of the
fvlillennium Student Center. 33 graduate students will present their research
in poster, oral and power point fOffilat.
Information \\ill also be available to
prospective students on our master's,
doctoral and graduate certificates.

Mon. ADril 18

Arianna l""tring Quartet

Arianna String Quartet with guest
Gabriela Lena Frank, Latin American
Composer. Sponsored by the Center
for the Humanities at 12:1S p.m. at
_29 J.e. Penney Bldg. For more info
call Karen Lucas at SI6-S699.

Tues.

~ril

19

Career Workshop

Counseling Services will present a
career workshop on Tuesday, April 19
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. This free workshop will help you choose a major and
gather information about careers.
Partici pants must take the Strong

.Judi Unville .PacultyMzrisor

Call 516-5174 for details or email current@jinx.umsl.edu

Interest Inventory prior to the workshop. You will have it interpreted at
the workshop and do additional exercises there to help the career choice. To
get information about how to access
the Strong, register for the workshop
at Counseling Services, 126 MSe.
For more information callSI6-S711.

Foreign Languages and Literatures
Office at SI6-6240. You must register in order to take the test.

Wed. April 20

Job Search Workshop

Tom Wombacher • Mvertising Dire

Pages with Photos and Artwork" and
"The Alphabet Soup: ASP, PHP,
XML."

. Thurs. ADril 2 1

This workshop will teach job seekers about important techniques such as
networking,
utilizing
Internet
resources for your job search, and provide additional irllon nation about the
Testing
for
2005 general job search process. Free. Held
Intensive
French
or in Career Services, 278 M Se. Open to
, current UM-St. Louis student and
Spanish Courses
Intensive courses offers students I alumni. Advance registration required.
the opportunity to immerse them- : CalISl6-SI11 or enroll in person.
selves in the French or Spanish languages and cultures while completing !
IS hours of course work in one semes- I
Web Design Seminar
ter. Students willleam basic speaking,
UM-St. Louis' microcomputer prolistening, reading, and wTiting skills at gram will offer a free web design seman accelerated pace. In order to be inar at the West County Computer
approved for registration in intensive Center (1715 Deer Tracks Trail, Suite
courses 211S, students must pass a 11 0, near 1-270 and Manchester
general language aptitude test. This Road). Event will be held from 6 p.m.
test is adwinistered by the department, until 8 p.m. Open to anyone interested
and determines an individual's ability in learning about the latest web design
to recognize language sounds and tools. Networking open house with
forms and memorize them quickly. To light refreshments and a Q&A session.
register for the aptitude test, visit our Seminars
include
"HTML,
website at www.urnsl.edufdivisions/ Dreamweaver, or FrontPage," "Add
artsciencelforlanglit, or call the Impact with flash," "Enhance Your

Tues. April 19

Wed. April 20

Daversa and others. Tickets cost
$9 - $24. All events will be held in the
Touhill Performing Arts Center. Call
5164949 for more information.

This lecture featuring Joan Dean
asks what is an Irish movie by considering some of the be.st known "Irish"
films, including 'The Quiet Man,"
'"The Commitments" and '"The Crying
Game." The event will be held from
12:30 to l:4S p.m. in 331 SSB. Free
and open to the public. Sponsored by
Smurfit-Stone
Corporation
Professorship in Irish Studies and the
UM-St. Louis Center for International
Studies. Call SI6-7299 for more info.

April 21 -23
St. Louis Jazz Festival
On April 21 at 7:30 p.m thefestival
will kick off with a free concert by the
UM-St. Louis Jazz Ensemble and guest
performer Jay Daversa On April 22 at 8
p.m., Marilyn Maye will perform
"Tlibute to Johnny Carson" with the
University of Hawaii Jazz Ensemble.
Tickets cost $13-$27. On April 23 at 8
pm., the St. Louis Jazz Orchestra will
perform \vith guest artists Chris Vadala,
Mulgrew Miller, Jeff Jarvis, Jay

Patricia Lee· Co-News Editor
Erica BwnIs' Photo Director

Mike Sherwin'

James Daugherty. Sports Editor

Fri. April 22

Irish movieTecture

Paul Hackbarth· Co-News Editor

catherine· A & E Editor
Marquis-Homeyer

Art exhibit through
June 11
Gallery 210 will show selected
paintings
from
Artist
Bessie
Lowenhaupt's private collections.
Gallery 210 is located at 44 East Drive,
adjacent to the UM-St. Louis police station. CallSI6-S976 for more info.

Melissa McCrary. Features £duor
Gary Sohn' COTTespondant

Christine Eccleston. Copy Editor
Rudy Scoggins. Illustrator

Griffith Taylor' Business A<sociate

Fri. April 22

Katie Doll. Proofreader

Provost's forum
on
leaming and technology
Join colle3e,0e8 from across the campus to identify the questions and challenges before us, such as "[s there a role
for technology in learningT,"What are
the gaps between what we can deliver
and what students want and need in
their learning experiences?" and "How
could technology applied to teaching
and learning play a role in student
recruitment, satisfaction and retention?"
The event will be held from 9 am. until
noon in the Hawthorne Room of the
J.e. Penney Conference Center. Call
SI6-4S08 for more information.

Kevin Ottley' Photo Associate

Miata Lewis-Harris' Production

AssociaJe

Staff Writers
CarTie Lewis, Monica Martin,
Chrystal Holmes, Alberto Patino, Tana
Rogers, Dave Seckman, M.K. Stallings,
Meliqueica Meadows, Maeghen Brown,
Ben Swofford, Bryan Boedecker,
Shante Davis

Staff Photographers
Mike Sherwin, Jesse Gater,
Tenaz Shirazian

•
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The following climinal incidents
were reported to the UM-St. Louis
Police Department from April 3,
2005 to April 14, 200S. Please
remember that crime prevention is a
community effort . If anyone has
information regarding any of these
incidents, please contact the
Campus Police Department at 516SI5S.

investigate she saw a black male
subject running out of the apartment. She reported that two purses
and a digital camera were taken.
One of the purses was recovered
nearby, but the $30 in it was missing.

The vict'u"1l stated that she woke
to a loud noise early in the morning
her Uni yersity M eadows
partment. When she went to

Optometry Clinic . The incident
occurred between April 1, 200S at
noon l and April 4, 200S at7 a.m .. A
perso nal computer and monitor
were reported taken .

April 4, 2005

Property damage
April 4, 2005
Burglary - 1st degree

Apr ,
Larceny
M arillac Hall
A larceny was reported from the

Marillac Hall
The incident occurred between
6:30 a.m. and 7 a.m. Person( )
unknown broke a window on the
front of the building -at the ground
level.

April 4, 2005
Larceny
Millennium Student Center
At 3:09 p .m . a larceny was
rep orted at the C-S to re in the

Millennium Student Center. The
clerk reported that she was distract-

ed by an unknown person who
dropped coins near her register. She
bent down to pick them up and the suspect took all the twenty dollar bills
from the open cash register drawer.
Suspect is described as a black male.

April 6, 2005
Stealing under $500
LotE
A Parking Permit was reported
taken between 9 am. and 2 p.m. from
the victim's vehicle parked on Lot E.

April 7, 2005
Stealing -UDder $500'
LotE

Advertising Associate
Alex Kerford

A parking permit was removed
from the victim's vehicle sometime
between April 4, 200S at 8 a.m. and
April 7, 2005 at 8 a.m.

Advertising Representative
Maria Caputa

April 10, 2005
Larceny
University Meadows
On April 10, 200S the victim
reported a larceny involving her debit
card. She stated that she apparently
lost her debit card while in the laundry
room at the University Meadows. She
learned that on March 17, 200S
unknown person(s) used her card to
make
unauthorized
purchases.
Investigation is continuing.

Distribution Manager
Dave Seckman

388 Millennium Student Center
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The Current is looking for
strong leaders to guide ~he
staff next year, .
Currently hiring:

• Managing Editor
• Business Maaager '
Please submit a coverletter 2114
resume to Mike Sherwin at 388
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9/11 commission's report is 'long and anything "but boring'
-

KATE DROLET
--...-._ .._, - - --- .Editor-in-Cbie!

BY

Rather than state dry facts in political jargon, the recently published
9/11 report tells the story of an
American tragedy from a human perspective.
Erin Smith, senior assistant to the
president of the 9/11 public discourse
project, visited UM-St. Louis
ThurSday to discuss the report, the
commission and the state of America
four years after terrorist attacks killed
thousands of people.
"September 11 was a very real part
of our life," she said. "September 11
changed the way we looked at the
world."
The goals of the commission, she
explained, include pushing the public
to focus on the broader issues of international relations, national security
and government policy.
The commission published its
final report last summer. Smith
described the book as "long and any-

thing but boring." To make it comprehensible and interesting . to readers,
the book was written as a narrative.
Rather than boasting a wordy, acade~
mic abstract, the first chapter is titled.,
'We have some planes," the phrase
that first indicated to officials that terrorists commandeered an aircraft.
She said before the tragic event,
many people, government officials
included, saw the United States as the .
world's one superpower. American
officials thought they understood
hijackings.
"Nineteen angry young men
defeated every security measure. We
failed to defend ourselves from 19
guys," she said.
Smith discussed a section of the
report that descnbed .a skinny boy
who played soccer. Readers later discover that the boy became Osama Bin
Laden, the mastermind of a destruc- .
tive terrorism faction.
According to the commission's
research, the 9111 terrorists spent
approximately $400,000 to complete
the notorious plan, a miniscule

amount of money compared to the of your friends might be able to affect
$300 billion American security bud- public policy," Smith said.
get.
George W. Bush appointed
Smith explained that America's Republican Henry Kissinger and
lack of forward thinking led to the Democrat George Mitchell to lead the
9/11 commission's creation: She said organization. Both men accepted the
the organization dedicated extensive positions but resigned soon after, statresearch to find out ''what
ing they faced conflicts of
happened that day, what
interest.
,.r. .. led up to that day and what
Former New Jersey
the government is doing
Governor Thomas Kean
"..
now."
and
former
Indiana
'.
.
.....
.
Representative
Smith said the Bush
Lee
Hamilton took the top
Administration initially
positions, and according
resisted creating the orgato Smith, they wanted to
nization because the gov"present a unified front."
ernmimt believed the conThey refused to appear in
gressiqnal joint inquiry
was already looking into
public unless both men
were present.
the relevant issues and that
Erin Smith
"Instead of being a
an independent 9/11 compartisan
blamemission would distract the
United States from the war on terror- game ... [they showed American people] here's what the commission is
ism.
She explained that overwhelming finding, here's what the facts are saypiIblic opinion changed the adminis- ing," she said.
By the time the commission fintration's stance, and the GOmmission
was born. "You and about one million ished researching, the members had
~

;
M,

SGA

. Affordable health insurance that fits your life.
Premier One by Mercy Health Plans
is affordable health coverage
designed to fit your individual
needs and budget:
• 3-month, 6-nionth
or 1-year plans
• Range of office visits and
3 deductible levels
• Prescription drug coverage

By Mercy Health Plans

With affordable rates, an easy
online application process and
fast approvals Premier One is the
individual health coverage you've
been searching for.

Live your life.
We've got you covered.

DEBATES,

Call1 -BOO-830-1918 today for afree, no-obligation quote or information packet.
0

visit u online at mercyhealthplans.com

ourselves in the world, Osarna Bin
Laden will do it for us," she said.
When an audience member asked
if the events of Sept. 11 could have
been prevented, Smith said the ordeal
is a battle terrorists would have continued to fight.
"Is it possible things could have
been averted? If we had captured
Osama Bin Laden in the 1990s, could
we have prevented [9/11]? It's hard to
say. Maybe. But it's a butterfly effect
situation," she said.
She noted 1.25 billion Muslims
live peacefully around the world, and
that a small group of radical Islamist
terrorists are responsible for the
heinous events of Sept 11.
Kelly Welch, junior, political science, attended the lecture sponsored
by the Center for International
Studies
"[The program] was very interesting," she said; "It gives me insight on
what the 9/11 commission is about.
Before I didn't really understand. I'd
be more willing to promote the 9111
report [now)."

from page 1

Braddix supports the referendum
going to a vote, but said he would
vote against it. Dodd believes the
change will not accomplish what the
newspaper is looking for and will not
save as much money as expected.
The three students ended the
debate discussing how they differ
from their opponents. Dodd said his
experience, leadership roles and a
passion for finding concerns set him
apart from the other candidates .
Staggenborg, besides being the only
female, said she was different because
"I'm used to being an executive."
Braddix, who listed working on building relationships as his strong quality,
said, ''I'm just a people person."
Vice presidential candidates
Tanzeena Hossain, psychology,
junior, and Betsy Seabaugh, senior,
music education, also debatecL
Hossain, running on the Action

Slate, plans to increase student
involvement by establishing advertising committees, increasing awareness
about committee meetings and holding committee chairs responsible. She
said her experience as service chair of
Zeta Tau Alpha will assist her as vice
president.
Seabaugh,
running
with
Staggenborg, said her plans for vice
president include more access to the
Touhill and increasing student
involvement in decision making.
Seabaugh believes her experience in
organizing events for her dance class
will help her as vice president.
Brian Rails, junior, marketing, was
the only candidate for comptroller to
attend the debates, as his opponent,
Aaron Golchert, junior, business
administration, was involved with a
Student Court hearing involving missing a required candidacy meeting.

Rails, running on the Action Slate,
based his campaign on viewpoint
neutrality and eliminating personal
bias in the SABC. "You cannot discriminate against an organization.
You cannot not allow them to have
funding because they have a different
viewpoint than what you have," he
said.
Rails also suggested the comptroller should become more involved in
the student fee committee. "[My] job
is to make sure the students' money is
spent wisely." Rails wants to hold student clubs responsible for their budgets. He hopes to be remembered for
going "above and beyond [his] job."
Between April 20-21, students can
vote online for SGA officers and representatives at large, student members
of the University Assembly and referendums for The Current and the
Collegiate Readership Program.

need a practicum?
Talk 10

You may al

read through 25 million pieces of
paPer. Smith said none of the reports
cited in the commission's book were
edited.
While past committees, like the
Warren Commission, which delved
into John F. Kennedy's assassination,
closed their meetings to the public
and published their findings without
public insight, "[The 9/11 commission] wanted their work to be transparent," she said. "All of the hearings
were public."
Smith said the families of Sept. 11
victims played an instrumental role in
inspiring change within American
security policies and priorities.
Families visiting Washington D.C.
demonstrated a thorough understanding of the country's security policy.
'"rhe 9/11 families educated themselves, and that made them an incredibly effective tool for getting things
done," Smith said.
Smith also promoted public diplomacy or using international discourse
to provide an alternative image of
American people. "If we don't define
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UrbaI. plunge opened m'y eyes '
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The issue

The Current

The Current usually

endorses voting

E

A'; the end of the wimer semesler
approaches, UM-St Louis students yet
again have a chance to choose their student govenune.nt leaders for the corning:
year.
Th" CUJ7'Ent traditionaUy el1.dorses a
candidate for the tap SGA iXlSitions
each year, but thi;; year the eight members of the editOlial board could not
come to a consensus on who to endorse
for SGA p!-,ident. We ~ that
D' Andre Braddix, [}.lvid Dodd and Jen
Staggenborg ba .e proven them !ves to
be qualified. capable campus leader.:;.
Instead of om traditional endorsement. The Current editorial board will
pre ni readers tlle strong and weak
points of each pl'e.~identi al candidate and
point out tile differences in their Leadership st'fle and po. ition on various issues.
Ba<;ed on this evaluation, stlldenl~ can
choo the candidme who best fits their
criteJia and campus priorities.
D'Andre Braddix'. Braddix has been
involved \\~!h t.he SOA and other organizations on campu~ a'ld looks out for
dle needs of the 'tudems. He also initiated and headed ihe ommiUee to improve
tOad service on campus. During last
week \ debates. Braddix described himself as a "people person." and we agree
that he is approachable and easy t tal k
to, which is a crucial qu~lity for someone who is representing the srndent
body. Brnddix also has experience
working ' il11 University administrators
through his roles on the Chancellor's
CowlCil n Athletics, the Student
Advisory Committee with the Touhill
Pcrfonning Art:. Center and the
TmdiLions
and
Pmgrammi ng
Committee along ide Chancellor
Emeritus Blanche 11 uhill.
On the other hand, Brnddix L'OuW use
extrJ. confIdence in his publi speaking
in order to be mare powerfully p nt
his views. As the student body' advocate to!he niversity. he should be able
to eloquently and L'O nfidently express
srndents' concem~ .
Da\'id Dodd: Between d1e tlrree can-

oria.
oard

didates, Dodd has the most expelience
with the SGA, having served as chairman and parliamentarian. He ha..'>
worked extensively Vti th UM-St Loui .
administrators as a member of the SGA,
ASUM executive board member and
[Udent senator.
pre idem of the
Speech and Debate club. be has beL"Ome
a ..:trong. organized public speaker and
cm1 get his ideas across forcefully and
articulately. Dodd displays a sincere
desire to solicit input from student~ and
a particular intere,~t in making sme student services arc available to those who
attend evening classes.
Dodd's platfom1 centers on reaching
out to and representing the entire student

KATE DROLET
BECKY ROSNER
MELISSA MCCRA RY
PAUL HACKBARTH
PATRICIA LEE
JAMES DAUGH E RTY
CATHERINE MARQUIS-H OMEYER

MIKE SHERWIN

"Our opini on" reflects the
majority opinion of the
Edit ori al Board.

LETT

body. \Vhile it is admimbJe for a presidential candidate to approach the position with optimism and motivation. it is
equally important to be realistic about
the t~-ne L'OI1Strai.nts d13l: go along \\~th
the top student government office. After
watching the debate last week, some of
l1~ qu~on his ability and intention to
delegate re...~il ibilities. as he seemed
to think that the burden of most ITSpoDsibilitj- fell on the president.
Je.1l Sraggenborg: Leadership is one
of Staggeoborg's sm ng points. as ~he
became the first person to St'rve as president of niversi ty Bands for two consecutive yean;. Staggenborg is an effective public speaker ,md she also has lobbying ex:perience at the state level with
ASUM. Staggeoborg said she wants to
motivate other students to organize
grassroots ella!'LS to influence legi.'ilaton;
ill Jefferson Ciry on j"sues pffiinent to
smdents. As the position of SGA president requires extensive political skill to
work wi!h students and administmtors,
taggenbot;g" initiative in the political
arena would fit w U with the SGNs top
ollice.
While Staggenborg has many qualities of a good leader, during the debates
she showed a lack of familiarity with
certain important uspeL"ts of the UM-St.
Louis campus. For example. she was
w1familiar with the University's Master
Plan. which outlines long and short-tenn
plans for UM-Sl Louis. During the
debates. Staggenborg also Ie eaied that
he.r platfornl may not have been fully
de\'eloped, as she talked about helping
international ·tudents with their problen -, but he said she was unsure what
~pecific problems Ihey faced.
Each of !he candiJates is well qualified ror th Lop SGA post. It will be in the
nuances of each campaign that voo:rs
will find the person who most loseiy
fi IS their idea of the ideal student government leader.
in the last few yea! , election tummu
tuL~ been relatively low, with only about
!0 percem of $nl denL~ voting.
Considering
thal the Student
OovemmentAssociation and UniveJ 'ily
~mb ly play a hlI~e role at the
L' ni versi ty studenlS need to educate
themselves aboUl the andidates and
issu . and vote on . pril 20 and 21.
Watch for each candidate to campaign intensively next week. othing
will give you a better sense of each candidate's character than actually meeting
and talking to them.
, Vvltichever candidate you support,
you should c,'\ercise yoW' right as a student to have your VOil'e heard by casting
your vote on Wednesday or Thursday.
The students you choose will be your
advocates to the Univen,'ity.

endorses one

candidate for SGA

president. After

heari ng the deb ates

this year, the

editorial board could

consensus.
We suggest

Rather than
arbitrarily picking

I

.

of the major
strengths and
weaknesses of

each potential
president.
So what do you think?
Tell us what you think! Drop

us a line at the office, 388
MSC, or online at our website
www.thecurrentonline.com

current@jinx.umsl.edu

'You can make your voice
heard in a variety of ways!

• The CWTent endorses ... voting
• Urban plunge opened my eyes
• Pilot program shouldn't re-fly

• Submit a letter to the editor
• Write a guest commentary
• Visit the online forums at
TheCurrentOnline. com·

Earlier in the semester a pilot pr0-

om before the vote occurred in the SGA
meeting on Friday. I mow several SUldent.'> not~ced this. The USA Toda\' pe0ple should have waited until after !he
meeting when tile program. was voted 00
ly available to students at no cost chning to put the di.>play. out. I am sure there
this time. The pUJ1X)Se was to show ,·tu- wn~ a reason lhey did thi however, it
dents what the pmgram would be like ::;eemed S1nlnge to me that they would
befi re they had to vote on it in the just assume i!l would pass.
upcoming el -tions. t th Stud nt
On the om hand. some students
GovenU11Cnt
'SOC13110n meeting on co111Il1enLed that a Iepeat of the program
Frida ' the assemh/y ·oted to repeat tbi
is a1roost like campaigning..1 can .see thi
pilot program, onvenielltly during this reasonine because srndents who WI:! runweek. the week of elections.
ning for offices in SGAare probably not
Wliile there was much discussion on going to assume dJat people remember
whether or not this should
them from seeing an artide
be allowed, the assembly
in The ClIlTefll or attending
okayed it I think they
the debates. The candidate;
should have done it last
will probably be campaignweek or even earlier if
ing all the way up until ~le
they telt the plugmm
time of elections. By renmneeded to be repeated If
ning the program. I guess it
you ask me, the pilot ran
i, figured that it \-y.ill remind
for a full month, which is
students of how the proplenty of time for students
gram would work ifvoted.
to realize whether or not
As far as the readership
they me in favor of paying
program goes, there were
a iee for it every semester.
several praises and comThe fee would make
B 'E CKY ROSNER
plaints that 1 heard about it :11
those three newspapers
Managing Ed~ A couple complaints were
available to SUldents five
that the newspapers ran out
. days of the week. .
and snldents were not able to get the .
I do not see why this p~lot needed to publication they desired.. If students are
reoccur in the fm;tplace. We already had all pa)~ng a fee, they should all be able
a full month to uy the program; suldents to get the paper they want. Also, some
, should have made up their minds in that students complained that the machines
amOlmt of time. Since the program did were. not always working cOlTCCtly.
lUll for a fiill month, it should not be
Either they were not able to swipe their
something that "~tudents might forget card to get the papers, or anyone was
about," one ofthe reasons for re-piloting able to open the machine and grab a
the program. There were big disp'lays in paper.
the Millennium Student Center and
Obviously. I.be biggest praise about
throughout other buildings where the the program is that for those who dD read
papers were available:
these newspapers, it is a good deal. For a
,It does 'not see.in right to repeat this small fee, papers\'\111 be available everyduring the week of voting. Hopefully, day. On the other hand, many people
snidentsrealize that there will evcnmally who read papers such as the St Lowsbe a f~ attached to the program if it Post DispalCh everyday probably
passes. There are no signs on the already have a subscriptiOll to it.
machines or displays that
that the
If you have a stmng opinion on this
newspapers are part of a trial pmgram program. be sure you vote via ~
that involves a future fee. 1 think that if MyGateway on Wednesday and
they me going to repeat the pmgram this Thursday. You will also be able to vOle
week, there should be some kind of for SGA officers and The Ciment direct
signs saying what exactly the program ~'tUdent fee. These are issues that affect
entails.
all students and their money, so be sure
The pilot newspaper machines were you take a few minutes to vote.
gram mn for the USA Today reader.illip
program. 1hi. pilot ran for about four
weeks. TIle New York Times, USA Today
and SL Wtlis-Post Dispatch were leadi.-

pinpointed some

FAX

Letters to the editor should be brief,
and those not exceeding 200 words
will be given preference. We edit
letters for clarity and length, not
dialect, correctness, intent or grammar. All letters must be signed and
must include a daytime phone number. Students must include their student 10 numbers. Faculty and staff
must include their title(s) and
department(s). Editor-in-chief
reserves the right to respond to letters. The Current reserves the right
to deny letters.
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What part of Spring do yOU
most look forward to?

Business Marketing
Senior
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The wamrtI"I! I hate being cold. .As long
as it's wann I'm happy;
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not reach a majority
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Armed with a i\I'lpQuest. plintout, a OB Wadlington Stred, a
center
bus schedule <md a fellow dJreCuolmliy fur &fferent 'than Genesls Jl. The enorchalle~cred friend I set out on my first m01Jsfacilitymused·couIiltlessresidents,
I I'ban Plunge last Fridi.ly. r r a n s i e n t s and rehabilitation clients.
I signed lip for this dnylong event According to the organil.ation's \.\'ebsite,
sponsored by the Nevyman Center for the SL Louis branch served 351,955
two reasons. r figured it
meals .:rnd provided 34,971
would give me real insight
overnight accommodations
to wuan poverty in St.
last year: The eight people
Louis. and from a self-servin oW' group helped Jnake
ing angle, it fuUilled a prodinner for over 100 people
jeet requirement for my
and got to enjoy om prepainterculrnral cOlTullunicamtions after all th~ clients
tions cla<;s. Twelve long
had eaten.
hours after 1 nervously
As fellow volunteers
began a dowTltown advenmKi 1 ate dinner, one of the
tJ.rre, my tired eyes had
head chefs joined us for
been pennanently orenecL
conversation
Someone
My co-plLUlger Angie
asked how he ~tarted workand I managed to find
KATE DRO:L ET
ing with the organil;ition,
Genesis II without taking
Editor-in-Chief
,md he explained that he is
any accidental detours. The
a client with a pa~sion for
small neighlxllhood operation seI'Yeda food. Over the course of half an hour,
relatively small community with a gro- this amiable young man shared his
cery, meal and spiritual service. The two extremely inspiring. personal and
men who mn the organization explained painful life story. His account of a 25that if you help a group of individuals. y= battle with addiction put a fd!;e to
you will improve their neighbolhood. the struggle I've heard about bur never
The people I met did not all m(Xt my truly encoIUltered.'
image of 'homeless' or 'impoverished.'
As a college ~;tude]Jt, I understand
Those with bipolar or schizophJ:ernc dis- that we have busy schedules and limited
orders sometimes fmd themselves in time. If you can find a plat:e in your life
insecllIe financial positions, accorrling to to volunteer at soup kitchens or donate
one of the organiZlltion's leaders.
money to food banks. please do. If you
Some people shared their pmblems. find your OW11 wallet light and your calothers acted as if their situations were eodar bookecL you can still affect the sitnothing out of the ordinmy, and every- uation, The nexi time someone asb you
. l one gratefully embraced their t1edgling for money on the street, stop and talk for
comrrumity. Frequent pauuns of the two minutes. Ask about their lives.
faith-based organization shared their because they are alive and ili."Serve a
I. spirituality in sincere interactions, and moment of conversation. We cannot
I the quality of their aftemoon at Genesis
ignore these people. \Vhether their situa!
II obviously gave them a sense of intan- tion is a result of j)l:'rsonal fault or otherwise, they ::;till function as humans with
gible wealth.
After a few ho\1I'S of unloading physical needs, emotions and guaIs.
donated groceries into the ''fu:.'C markel"
I met the homeless, impoverished,
area. as5embling boxes of non-perish- mentally ill, undesirables. addicted,
abIes and interacting with visitors, Angie neglected and lost individuals. My perand I met up I-vith the rest of the Urban L'ejJtion of them changed and I am now
PIlmge group.
profOundly aware of one certain thing:
We assembled at the Salvation Army they are people.
1

Caml Booher
Senior

French Education

,,----

Senior
Business Administration

----,,---

The nice weather and flowers,
especially tulips that grow at my
house and in the parks.

cardinals Baseball! 1 usually average
about 20 games a year, and I don't
pick a favorite player anymore 'cus

-----,,---

,

Anance

---,,----I !ike to travel and to go watch track
meets and do other outdoor activities.

they get injured or traded.

~~---"------
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Ewango is environmental hero

If

W

servationist."
away, far from the ·fighting, where bis
Comeille Ewango showed more than nine-year--old daughter could go to
mere dedication in 2002.
school, but he did not tell1hem about his
III 2002, Comeille Ewango had intention to stay, as communications
worked. for ten years at Centre de . were becoming difficult
FOffi13tion et de Recherche en
Comeille hid the motorcycle, some of
Conservation Foresti.ere (CEFRECOF), the facility's equipment, some research
a biological research center at the edge of data and a laptop computer with a satelthe Ituri Forest, in his home country of the lite linkup in the forest near the research
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), a center. Even ' after the battling armies
central African .country formerly called arrived, Ewango was able to hide more
Zaire. A graduate of University of data and equipment in the forest, under
Kisangani in DRC, Comeille was one of cover of darlmess. He even tried to conthe senior staff at the research center. He tinue to do his research work. At great
BY CATHERINE MARQUIShad aJready demonstrated both his com.. risk to his own safety, he would periodiHOMEYER
mitment to his work and his own person- cally sneak into the woods at night to
'- - -'Science Columnist
al courage by staying on to continue his send out reports on the situation at the
work when civil war broke out in 1996.
facility using the laptop.
When Corneille EWlIDgO speaks about
Already well known by people in the
In 2002, the fighting renewed and
the natural. world, his eyes shine with that many of the facility's scientists were leav- village, Ewango spoke to them about
passion for conservation.
ing. When yet another colleague left, how to deal with the soldiers to avoid
. Ewango, a UM-St. Louis biology Comeille realized that if the fighting being killed, and to hide in the woods
graduate student., won the Goldman reached the research facility, he would be during the battles. The neighboring vilEnvironmental Prize on April IS, 2005. the only remaining senior staff member. lage also had a zoo with fourteen rare
The prestigiOlLS prize is often called the More than that, he realized that if he left, Okapi, a forest dwelling relative of the
''Environmental Nobel Prize" and is the rest of the staff would abandon the giraffe. Ewango advised them on what to
given only to those who have made a sig- facility and the approximately two thou- feed the Okapi and helped them hide the
nificant and sustained contribution sand people in the neighboring village, anin1aJs from the soldiers. The soldiers
regarding environmental issues.
who looked on the research center as a were not only seizing all the fooi in the
As remmkable as tbis acbievernent is, stabilizing presence, would also feel village but also slaughtering animaJs for
it is even more notewot1hy that Comeille demoralized in the face of the advancing food, even wo animals. After they
Ewango is a scientist., as selection of the fighting. ComeiJle Ewango decided to slaughtered 40 zoo animals in one night,
winners is weighted towards grassroots stay on and do what he could to protect . Ewango WeIlt to the leaders of the army
environmentalists, such as community the facility, the data and specimens.
occupying the town to explain that the
organizers, activists, and journalists,
It was only a couple of days between Okapi were a protected species.
rather than towards research scientists or . when it appeared that the fighting was
Appealing to their pride in their naturgovernment officials. What Ewango did . headed their way and the day the soldiers al heritage to save the Okapis, he also
to deserve this prize goes far beyond the arrived at the research center. The other tried to convince them that the research
ordinary work, no matter how significant, research staff had taken the facility's facility was not opposing them and that
of field research.
trucks but they had left ComeiJle a motor- the research was for their benefit too.
Dr. Patrick Osborne, head of the cycle to use if he needed to escape.
International Center for Tropical Ecology
As the annies approached, Corneille
at UM-St Louis, describes CorneiJle as sent ~me money to his family, who were
"lID excellent scientist and dedicated con-- living in a larger town 400 kilometers
see SCIENCE COLUMN, page 12

Reader thanks Jeyes for ~pinion letter
t

How refreshing to read Ms.
Jeyes' letter [in issue' 1150] . I could
not apprec.iate more the wit and honesry she brought to this important
issue. In this day and age when feminist and liberal have become words
almost synonymous with antiAmerican, we nee d people willing

to speak out in this manner more
than ever. While the conservative
right spouts more and more rhetoric
about so-called values, Democrats
and other liberals need to be willing,
as Ms. Jeyes is, to speak out and
demonstrate true values of equality
and personal c.hoice. Thank you,

Rebecca, for speaking out at a time
when so many are remaining silent
to our country's detriment.
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Gary meets New York's 'characters'

GARY SOHN

New York C017espondent
Actor and rapper lL Cool J once said,
"When you move past your fear and you
go after your dreams wholeheartedly. you
become free. Know what I mean? Move
past the fear."
TlIlle was running out. I bad only two
days left to get Cheese Stick's fax tray,
and no one at Ricoh would return my
phone calls. Frustrated, I decided to call
back. This time there would be no more
transfers. No more answering machines.
No more Mr. Nice Guy.
As the phone started ringing, Cheese
Stick wanted to see me.
"Hey man, I've got a beta [digital tape1
of John McEnroe I need you to cue for
me," he said. You can use the digital
machine in Ariel's office."
The ever-vigilant boss walked into
Ariel's office after I started working on
his request.
"What are you doing?!" Cheese Stick
yelled.
"I am doing what you told me to do
and cueing the tape," I replied.

He poked me in the chest and said,
"Look out little guy. Uris is not how you
cue a tape."
Apparently the speed at which I was
cueing the tape was not up to par with
Cheese Stick's needs.
When he poked me in the chest and
called me "little guy," I could feel the dent
in my shirt and his annoying voice echo
in my head, "Little guy...little guy...little
guy." I did everything I could not to call
him a name or' poke him back. I could
feel my blood rush to my face and veins
pumping anger through my eyes. TIle
transfommtion stalted to feel like what
Bruce Banner would go through before
turning into the Incredible Hulk. But
before r turned into a green giant with
pllIple shorts, smashing the digital beta
machine and throwing Cheese Stick
through the office wall, I remembered
what my dad used to tell me before he
passed away: Be the bigger man and
walkaway.
After the tape finished cueing, I left
Ariel's office to cool down and finish that
phone call to Ricoh. Before r stopped seeing red and started dealing with the fax
problems, the phone rang again.
Thankfully, it wasn't Cheese Stick this
time. Instead, Acton;' Rep was on the
other end of the line.
My agent said he had a part for me on
Third Watch.' He informed me that r
needed to bring my own wardrobe. I
would play two parts: a 'perp' and an
'orderly.' So I needed to bring some
clothes that made me look like a crin1inal
and some that made me look like a
patient
"Can you be on the set in four hours?"
Mr. Brannan asked.
I told him that I could and hung up the

phone. I thought about calling Ricoh but
decided that it could wait Cheese Stick's
attitude was really making me tired of
this internship at NBC, and I decided that
I would focus more on my acting, at least
today.
I told Ariel that I was leaving for the
day before heading home. As I lUshed
down Fifth AVeIlue, I tried to avoid walking through tOUlis! photos. People are
always photographing each other in
Manhattan for their photo albums back
home. Since rve moved to New York,
I've probably gotten in about hundred or
so fan1iJy albums. I can see it now: grandma shows her pictures to her cronies.
pointing out Tune Square, the Statue of
Liberty and the crazy guy in a black cap
nmning past the family.
When I arrived at the train station I got
stuck behind a lady with a cell phone. In
New York everyone has wireless earpieces for talking on their cell phones.
This particular' woman was heading for
the train station while cursing at someone
on the other end of her earpiece. When I
finally got a chance to pass her, I noticed
that she didn't have any electronic
devices around her ears. Technology, it
seems, is making it harder and harder to
tell the insane from the sane. ' Everyone
appears to be talking to him or herself, so
the crazies fit in. I quickly jogged past her
and entered the station.
When I finally reached the train stop,
r noticed something moving across the
tracks: my first rat sighting. Uris thing
was so large that it made that chihuahua
from those Taco Bell commercials look
like a bite-size chalupa.

see INTER N DIAR IES, page 12

___ ....-_ _ _ _ _ _ __ .. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ .___ _ _ _ _ _ . . ___ _...__........•.. ___ .___ _.....•__ !...•. _ _ .• __ .. _. __ _ .. _• . _ ____ .____ _ ..•.. _ ........ _ .. ......... _'.H ........
~

Right now The Current eats a big piece of
the Stuaent Activity Fee pie. If you vote for
the $1.25 airect fee, The Current won't eat
from the same table, leaving more money
for your stuaent organization.
All for only $1.25 per stuaent per
semester. Vote on April 20 ana Zl
through umsl.eau .

Sincerely,

Anita Inman

vote for more pie. Vote for
The Current.

Students can vote
via the
UM-St. Louis
website with their
MyGateway login
and password.
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Tsunami fundraiser to a id Sri Lankan school
BY MELI$$A M cClUJlY

Features Editor

Just two months ago, UM-St.
Louis Professor of criminology and
criminal justice Bob Bursik took a
plunge by cutting off his popular
ponytail to raise money for tsunami
victims in Sri Lanka. Now, yet
another criminology professor has
organized a multi-year campaign
for relief-fund donations.
Jody Miller, professor of criminology, has developed a long-term
reconstruction project to rebuild a
secondary school in Sri Lanka.
Michael Costello, international
coordinator and adjunct professor
for the Center for International
Studies said that because of Miller's
extensive research and frequent visits to Sri Lanka, she was inspired to

form this project. .
"She has been going back and
forth to Sri Lanka for over six years
and has developedconnections with
other schools for this campaign,"
Costello said,
Miller said that she has been
working since January trying to get
permission for this project and that
she has finally been able to get her
fundraising campaign ideas established,
"The biggest concern is that
most relief-aid agencies do not
respond to immediate reconstruction issues," Miller said. "I wanted
to focus on a school because the
rebuilding of education at a working
institution is important."
The school that the campaign
will benefit is Thambilivu] Maha
Vidyalaya, a secondary school
located on the east coast in Sri
Lanka that suffered significant damage and devastation by the tsunami.

Thambilivul Maha Vidyalaya
teaches over 1,400 students from
grades six to 13,
Over 31,000 citizens of Sri
Lanka were killed in this natural
disaster, in which 163 schools in Sli
Lanka
were
demolished
or

Tsunami fundraiser
Stop by the Mirthday booth on
We.dnesda~ April 20
For more information, contact
Criminology professor
Jodi Miiler at 516-5426

destroyed.
Through this campaign, Miller
will act as an on-site representative
when visiting the area and will be
able to report and document the pro-

ject's progress.
"We are trying to make this a
campus and community-wide effort
through the help of students, faculty, staff, alumni and the university
administration," Miller said, "I
would also like to get student
groups involved and establish
stronger ties within the community."
Miller said they are setting up a
. fund through the Center for
International Studies and are hoping
to kickoff the campaign dm1ng
International Week. They will have
a booth at Mirthday for people to
mUke donations,
If the campaign reaches the goal
of $15 ,000, the funds will fully
assist with the rebuilding of the
school's library, other building
repairs and in purchasing new
school furniture,
According to the project details
document, the overall rnission of

this project is " (to provide] UM-St.
Louis students with an important
educational opportunity, by raising
their consciousness about another
part of the world, and providing
them with the hands-on opportunity
to make a difference in addressing
global problems and to develop a
long term international exchange
be.tween UM-St. Louis and the educational community in Sri Lanka,"
Miller said that she is also in the
process of putting together a more
detailed flier for the campus faculty,
"The more money we raise, the
more we can help this school,"
Miller said,
To give a donation, stop by their
booth at Mirthday on Wednesday,
April 20, or make checks payable to
UM-St. Louis and drop them off at
the Center for International Studies.
For more information about this
relief fundraiser contact Jody Miller
at 516-5426 .

Women artists shine
at 'Venus Envy'
BY MELlS$A MCCRARY

Features Editor

EDITOR
MELISSA McCRARY

Features Editor
phone: 516-5174
fax: 516-6811

the week's

best
bets
Wed. April 20
Web Design Seminar
West County Location
Those who attend this free
seminar will have the opportunity to learn about the
world of web design. Topics
'nclude HTML, Dreamweaver,
lash, and photo and artwork
use . See Bulletin Board for
additional information.

Wed. April 20
Mirthday
Mirthday will take place
rom noon to 10 p.m. April 20
near the lakes outside the
MSC with games, carnival
rides, face painting, performance artists, food and
usic. Z1 07.7 broadcasts live
from noon to 2 p.m. DJ
Charlie Chan will emcee the
event from 2 to 6 p.m. Slu
Cru, Logic and Aloha
. ischeaux will perform startng at 6 p.m.Twista will headline the evening at 8 p.m.

Live music entertainment, visual
art, dancing performances, food
from local restaurants and area
chefs, poetry readings and storytellers were only a few of the highlights of the 2005 St. Louis Venus
Envy art exhibition held on Friday,
April 15 and Saturday, April 16.
Venus Envy, a St Louis-based
non-profit organization designed to
promote the artistic capabilities of
women in all forms of art, including
visual, performance, talent and culinary, began hosting their public art
festivities and celebrations in 1999.
Since the founding of this public
cultural art event, Venus Em:y has
held major art eAhibition shows
each year in St Louis, Memphis,
Baton Rouge and in Davenport,
Iowa.
This year's Venus Envy art
attraction marked the seventh annual celebration,
Lauren Williams, Venus Envy
volunteer, described the past St.
Louis events,
''This is an event which brings
the community together," Williams
said, "In the past years , shows have
been held at the St. Louis City
Museum, on Cherokee Street and
last year at the old bank building
located on Gravois Road."
Williams said that planners of the
event decided to extend the celebration for two days because of its
overwhelming popularity,
"Last year we had 5,000 people
attendance in only one night,"
Williams said,
The Venus Envy 2005 St. Louis
event combined diversity, culture
and talent to delight visitors from 7
p,rn. until midnight.
Numerous St. Louis residents
and artists came together at ''The
Grove" between Kentucky Avenue
and Talmadge to take part in this
event. Although the event was open

and free to the public, donations
between $4 to $10 were encouraged,
Some of the artists who had work
on display included Amy Ball, Deb
Bush, Stacy Davis, Amy Harmon,
Dianna Lucas, Sandy Miller and
Lizzy Snider. The work ranged from
installations, sculptures, oil paintings, clay pottery and photography,
Jenny Lineback, Venus Envy visitor, said that there was some art on
display that she found fascinating,
"I liked the collection of the four
photographs that capture different
pictures, told a story about the abusive relationship that a girl is in and
looks realistic, n Lineback said. "I
also liked the upside-down painted
umbrellas display, Each umbrella
was a different color, had different
images and hidden messages on
th.e m."
The productions put on by the
perfonning artists were rock, pop,
Indian music, theater drama monologues, poetry and short story readings, Middle Eastern dancers, Belly
dancers and pole dancers.
Williams said food has always
been an important part of the Venus
Envy shows and that this year they
had added more culinary artists,
Cindy Panian sold cookies and

chocolate dipped strawberries to
spectators. TIrias House had mini
quiches. Chickpeas Coffee House at
The World Cafe had coffee drinks,
smoothies, hummus and pitas.
Other foods included a variety of
desserts, cakes, sweet potato pies,
chips and homemade dips,
Along with the food, bars were
set up inside the main art exhibition
building and outside neat the
Kentucky Stage and the G-Spot
Stage, The bars gave people soda,
beer, red wine or white wine for a
donation,
To find out more information
about Venus Envy's outreach and
education programs, workshops,
sponsors and the next upcoming
event, visit www,venusenvy,org.

Belly dancer Penny Moskusperforms for a large crowd outside in the streetlight at Venus Envy.
Moskus belongs to the Belly Dance Mirage in St. Louis.

Retailer collects phones to fir~. .t abuse
BY MELISSA MCCRARY

Features Edit01- .
The Body Shop is helping fight
against domestic violence and is
assisting victims of abuse tlrrough
their "Donate a Phone, Save a Life"
program
Leslie Danz, chairman of Weber
Shandwick Public Relations Firm,
said why this is a great way for people
to get involved
'This is a wonderful program to
help support organizations working to
rout out domestic violence," Danz
said. "It is a great way for students to
get involved with supporting a great

cause,"
Recently, The Body Shop, the
National Coalition Against Domestic
VIolence, the Wncless Foundation
and llietime Television conducted a
research study which found that over
157 million Americans have known
someone who has been in an abusive
relationship.
The study also showed that 34 percent of women surveyed said that
they would be embarrassed to tell others or ask for help if they were in a
domestic violent relationship,
The ''Donate a Phone, Save . a
Life" program hopes to collect used
cell phones to be refurbished and distributed to female victims at women's
shelters across the country. The
phones will serve as a safety outlet for

those in need of help, during violent
attacks, or for those who just need to
talk.
Different national celebrities like
hip-hop award winning singer Missy
Elliot are supporting this campaign,
On the campaign's press release,
Elliot was quoted, "I know from personal experience that this is a great
cause that highlights an important and
too often ignored issue, It is the easiest way to make a huge difference,
and you might even save a life."
Joanne Calabrese, president of the
Body Shop Americas Region said,
''Millions of unused cell pbones can
be the difference between life and
death for countless domestic violence
victims."
The Body Shop's 300 nationwide
retailers are participating in this campaign,
Some of the participating locations
in the St. Louis area include:
Crestwood Mall, downtown St.
Louis, Union Station, the Galleria and
West County Mall,
Deana Bolte, The Body Shop
Galleria manager, said the campaign
has been going great and descnbed
some of the other prom6tions and
campaigns that the company has took
partin,
"So far we have had at least 50
phones collected," Bolte said. 'This
campaign is part of the Women's
Domestic Violence program and we

Women composers play

tribute to

ba~ue

BY M AEGHAN BROWN

Staff Writer

Cell Ph
e
to fight domestic
violence
Drop off cellular phones
at Body Shop stores,
including stores at
Crestwood Mall, Union
Station, the Galleria and
West County Mall
have had omer campaigns and awareness programs like the AIDS
bracelets, where 100 percent of the
proceeds go towards Aiels research
and patients, During Christmas we
have also helped raise and donate
items and money for children suffering from cancet, which goes to area
bospitals,"
People who are interested in
donating an old cell phone to aid
abused women can do so at any of
The Body Shop locations until

August 31,2005.

On Wednesday, April 13 the Blanche
Touhill Performing Art Center featured
women baroque composers in the Lee
Theater. Five women composers where
featured: Marie Bigot, Marianne
Martines, Louise Reichardt, Jane Savage
and Maria Szymanowska,
Patrick McKeon, events manger at the
Touhill, said, ''Many events like women
baroque composers are open to everyone
to come and enjoy a free.event. "
At center stage a black grand piano sat
as Barbara fIllrbaoh introduced Marie
Bigot to the audience, She Was born in
1786, and caused a scandal when she was
caught buggy-riding with Beethoven
without a chaperone, She taught piano to
Felix and Fanny Mendelssohn. Student
Tzu~Hwa Ho played Bigot's Adagio Allegro espre~vo,
Born in 1744, Marianne Martines
lived in tIne same house as Haydn and
played 4-hand pill:110 pieces with Mozart.
She composed many songs and set the
words in a classi.cal manor. Some of her
songs were "Se per tutti ord.isce amore,"
''Per pieta bell' idol mia," and musical
"Sinfonia,"
Louis Reichardt was one of the first

at PAC

women to support herself as a teacher, a
composer and a choral conductor, She
also was the first woman to open a public school for women, Reichardt was
born in 1779 and wrote many folk songs,
as well as 90 other songs, The pieces that
were featured at the event included
"Unruhiger Schlaf," "Des Schafers
Kalage," "Herbstlied," ''Der Spinnerin
Nachtlied," ''Se non piange un infelice,"
''Oem herm" and "Morgenlied."
Maria Szymanowska was born in
1789 and composed over 100 pieces. She
had three children and left her husband
because he refused to allow her to pursue
a professional musical career, Her piano
playing was considered hugely innovative and Goethe fell madly in love with
her. The pieces performed were ''Peine et
plaisir tout furira," "Romance du Saule,"
''Ballade,'' ''Romance a la nuit," "I.e connois-tu," and "Se spiegar,"
UM-St. Louis Chamber Singers Lori
Martin, Nita Reddy, Laura DeClue and
Amanda Owens, performed along With
Laura Medoendorp, Katharine Lawton
arown, Tzu-Hwa Ho and Barbara
Harbach.
The evening ended with a performance like no other, The grand piano was
moved and the stage was set up with an
orchestra Marianne Martines's piece
"Sinfonia" closed the night.

~/Jt,e.
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Olympia Dukakis is highlight of conference

Current'

VtSiting scholar discusses global food trade
BY MELISSA MCCRARY

Featur;$ Editor

Mike Sherwin! The Current

Oscar Award-Winner 'Olympia Dukakis is greeted by Vassiliki
Rapti, UM-St. Louis lecturer In Greek Studies, at the end of a
day-long conference on Greek and Greek-American Women In the
Arts. Rapti presented a paper on contemporary adaptations of
women's roles in ancient Greek tragedies.
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Students and faculty met in SSB
331 on Thesday, April 12, to listen to
Dr. Gabrielle Abels' lecture
"Politicizing Food: European and
American
Responses
to
Biotechnology and Food Safety."
Joel Glassman, Director of the
Center for International Studies,
opened the event by welcoming and
introducing Abels as a visiting assistant professor of science and technology studies at Bielefeld University in
Bielefeld, Germany.
Abels began the lecture by describing the U.S. regulations and proce' dures for national and international
trade of genetically modified food.
, "In everyday life, we usually do
not think about food as highly political issues, yet it is in many ways from

the national to the international level.
Consumers have a legitimate interest
in firstly, affordable, and secondly, '
safe food," Abels said. "Governments
respond to this need by establishing
regulatory agencies such as the FDA
in the U.S. or by taxation policy on
agricultural products."
When discussing food trade and
food safety at the international level,
Abels said food that is marketed in
one country as safe for human consumption is also viewed under the
same factors with the free trade policy.
Although both countries have a policy
of mutual recognition, she said that a
plant or foodstuff regularly consumed
in one country may not be considered
as safe ' for human consumption in
another country and that governments
may impose national import bans or
put special safety regulations in place.
Examples of these crops and food-

stuffs are genetically modified crops,
biotechnology and genetically modi.
fied foods.
"This issue is furthermore complicated because in addition to trade and
public health issues, environmental
concerns come into play," she said.
"The hypothesis that I want to put forward in my lecture is that two regulatory regimes for agro-food biotechnology have emerged since the 1990s:
on the one hand a European EU-dominated regime which is based on socalled process-based regulation and
which has in fact in recent years
become even more stringent, and on
the other hand a US -American, WTOdominated regime that operates on the
principle of product-based regwation."
Abels continued to explain how
the United States has criticized the
EU-dominated regime, saying that it

is too strict and restrictive. Because
both countries have different views
and attitudes directed towards the regulatory policies, Abels feels that the
"EU policy is· a response to economic
globalization and an attempt to find
meaningful social regulation and that
the EU is also about countering a
democratic deficit in the science/society relation as well as in the.regulation
of economic globalization."
Glassman asked Abels whether
genetically modified food drives
down the price of other produced
foods, while others presented questions about the risk factors of GM
foods .
Abels said that public opinion in
Europe is not the same as in the
United States and that it doesn't seem
that Europe is becoming less-friendly;
they are, however, very sensitive to
political developments.

advertisement
SGA Chairman Brian Rails said ' short renewal of the pilot to coincide
the
USA
Today
Collegiate with the voting week.
Readership Program wanted to
''I like this program ... but I feel
renew a four-dayversion of the pilot this would be bribery," Gokhert said.
program "to show the students what ' 'I personally would like to get to
it is they're voting on."
. read more newspapers for free, but it
"Some students are not going to should be voted on · in an ethical
remember the [earlier] pilot pro- way.",
gram," Rails said.
.
SGA Treasurer Laurie Bainter
SGA Comptroller Aaron Gokhert countered that the extended pilot
said that while he supported the read- would be similar to reviewing inforership program, he did not support a mation about candidates in any elec-

SOCIAL dUSTICE WEEK,

>.

.This year marked the first Social
Justice Week at UM-St. Louis,
though the last two years the Catholic
Newman Center had been sponsoring Homelessness Awareness Week.
Social Justice Week evolved out of a
wish to make the . message of
Homelessness Awareness Week
more broad.
"We decided to broaden the message, not just to focus on homelessness but on other important issues in
oUr society, though homeless ness is
obviously very important" Wassel
said.
Social Justice Week began on
Saturday, April 9 with a Day of
Intetfaith Service for Collegians
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.rn.
On Monday, an informational
table was available in the Nosh from
11 a.m. untill p.m. and offered informational flyers, bumper stickers and
fair trade chocolate bars for free.

tion for political office. "When it
comes time to vote, I'm going to
review the candidates' biographies
and look at all the information. This
[pilot program] is a nice refresher to
see what we're voting on."
Mary Paul, senior, social work,
said that by distributing free papers
during the week of voting, stUdents
could be misled to believe the program would be free. ''It would only
be accurate if we were charging [the

students]," Paul said. "And for them
to assume we won't remember [the
first pilot program], what an insult to
our intelligence."
Zach Meyer, freshman, English,
said the assembly was taking the
issue too seriously.
"It's just advertising," Meyer said.
"It isn't a malicious scheme to take
over the world. It's selling newspapers. I mean, they 're not trying to sell
cyanide pills' or anything."

from page 1

----------------On Tuesday, free food was on Day, which featured an information-

hand for Capital Punishment Day. At
7 p.m. Margaret Philips, UM-St.
Louis professor and member of
Missourians to Abolish the Death
Penalty, gave a talk on capital punishment followed by a screening of
"Dead Man Walking" in the Pilot
House.
"When executions first started
again, it seemed to me to be barbaric
and something to work against,"
phillips said. "We believe when the
state kills, it sends a message that
killing is way to deal with problem
people."
Phillips asked the crowd to get
involved in projects that Missourians
to Abolish the Death Penalty are
working on, specifically an execution
scheduled for next week. For more
information, go to www.moabolition.org.
Wednesday was Environmental

•

al table in the Nosh and campus
cleanup from 2-4 p.m.
On Thursday, an informational
booth in the Nosh from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. was provided concerning homelessness . At 7 p.m. in the SGA
Chambers, a caseworker and a former homeless individual from the St
Patrick Center, a homeless shelter in
downtown St Louis, spoke on homelessness and poverty in St. Louis.
Following the speakers and food,
everyone was invited to spend a
night in a shantytown outside by the
Millennium Center Lakes. The shantytown featured a bonfire and music
as the attendees bonded. The highlight of the event was when everyone
got in their sleeping bags and went to
sleep in cardboard boXes. The event
was meant to expose students to
homeless conditions and ow solidarity \vitI! th h orn

•

IverSl

. On· Friday morning, students
gathered for the Urban Plunge, in
which they visited the city and lived
in poverty as much as possible in St.
Louis for twelve hours.
'1t is meant to get students out of
their comfort zones a little bit and
expose them to inner-city poverty in
St. Louis," Wassel said. "Sometimes
the college students here lead a sheltered life. They' don't realize the
poverty that is around them on campus. Peopl~ don't know because they
drive in and they drive out."
People participating in the Urban
Plunge took public transportation to
their three different worksites, the St.
Patrick Center, Genesis II and Food
Outreach, a food pantry that gives
food to people with HIV and AIDS.
Students then met at the Harbor
Light Salvation Army soup kitchen
to work and ioteract with St. Louis
homeless .

Right now" The Current is funded in part by
Student Activity Fees.
A direct fee of $1.25 per student per
credit hour eliminate the need for
activity fee funding.
If the direct fee referendum passes" the same
amount of money will be available for student
organizations" giving your group a bigger piece
of the pie.

00 sore
& Computer Shop

Join us for Mirthday and Student Appreciation
Day on Wednesday April 20, 2005....
you don't want to miss this!
Fabulous Free PRIZES every half hour all day long. Stop by and sign up for your chance to win today!

<J~ Curren t
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Varsity vs. club
sports at UMSL:
my perspective

Tenaz Shlrazianl Tbe Current

Tom Anderson takes a swing on Saturday afternoon, as the UM-St.Louis baseball team played Northern Kentucky
University.

Baseball continues losing streak
BY DAVE SECKMAN

Staff Writer

After what began as a very promising start
to this season for the baseball team, they have
now lost an unbearable 14 of their la~t 16
games. This marks the first time under coach
Brady's tenure that the team has unraveled so
quickly.
This past weekend only added salt to the
wound as the team lost four games in a row
to conference rivals Northern Kentucky, a
team which has never beaten the Riverrnen in
four straight until now.
In the opening game of the four-game
weekend, Northern Kentucky got on the
board early and often as they scored two runs
in the third and one in the flfth for a quick 3olead. After two more runs in the top of the
sixth for the orse, the Rivennen finally got
on the board when Josh Morgan of the
Rivermen had an RBI triple and Tom
Anderson followed that effort wi th a home
run to left field putting the score at 5- 3 going
into the seventh. orthern Kentucky would
not succumb to the rally, as they would put up
a rally of their 0";'0 ~ insurapce runs in
tne10p of the sevendi Mi the 8-3
_Nqrthern ~f<ntuc;1."y struck quitkly again
in the second game, getting two run in the
first inning. The Rivermen managed to get

!or

EDITOR
dAMES DAUGHERTY

Sports Editor

win.

UPCOMING

Baseball
April 20
• vs. Quincy (DH)
Noon

April 26
• vs. S. Indiana(DH)
2 p.m.

May 7
• vs. St. Joseph's (DH)
Noon

Softball
April 26
• vs. Truman State
3:00 p.m.

April 30
• vs. Kentucky Wesleyan

Noon

April 30
• vs. Northern Kentucky
Noon'

• Admission to UM-St.
Louis home games is

free with a valid UMSL
ID.

A hopeful Rivermen squad came out in
the second game and grabbed an early lead
getting an RBI single from Tom Anderson
that scored Colby · Hughes for a 1-0 lead.
Northern Kentuck.-y would eventually tie the
game up with a single run in the second
inning and then took a 3-1 lead with single
runs in the top of the fourth and top of the
fifth innings. In the bottom of the fifth,
infielder Josh Thomas got a one-out single
and Josh Morgan blasted a two-run homer to
left center that tied the game at 3-3 and got
the Rivermen back into the game. Northern
Kentucky would respond once again in the
eighth inning, getting a home run of their
own for three more runs and another lead.
They then added a run in the ninth to hang on
for a 7-3 win.
Head coach Jim Brady commented again
on the weekend. "We are having a lot of trouble generating offense. Ever since we came
back from using the aluminum bats in Horida
early on in th . season we have not been able
to get the same results with the wooden bats.
We just need to hopefully win a few to gain
back some of the momentum that we have
already lost," said Brady
The Rivennen are now 14-19 on the season and 6-16 in the Great Lakes Valley
Conference. The Riverrnen will be at home
again this week when they host Quincy for a
doubleheader.

Riverwomen softball takes two of four
BY D AVE S ECKMAN

phone: 516-5174
fax: 516-6811

one run in the second inning, and two runs in
the bottom of the third that tied the game at 33 going into the fourth. Just as things seemed
to look up for the Rivermen, Northern
Kentucky broke that tie as quickly as the
Riverrnen had earned it with three runs in the
top half of the fourth inning and two more in
the fifth to take an 8-3 lead. ;-;orthem would
giye up two more runs to the Rivermen
before they added one final run in the ninth to
band the Rivermen another disappointing
loss 9-5.
Head Coach Jim Brady commented on
the games. "'Ibis season has been a roller
coaster for us all, we have never experienced
anything quite like this before. We have
played well at times but our inconsistencies
have shot us in the foot every time," said
Brady.
After two tough loses the Riv&men tried
to come out and salvage the rest of the week·
end seri as they played two more the next
day. In the first ganle Northern Kentucky got
two quick runs again in the top of the first
inning for the lead. In a hole, the Rivermen
were able to cut that lead in half in th· second
inning on an RBI singl by Josh Thomas to
make it 2-1. The game would stay close until
the fourth inning when Northern Kentucky
added a single run to cushion their lead to 31, and then scored four n ms in the sixth
inning to hand the Rivexmen a 7-1 loss.

Staff Writer
This season has been what one would call
inconsistent for the UM·St Louis softba1l
team, as they have struggled all year to find a
rhythm suitable to their game. Over this past
week the softba1l team has started to find that
rl:J.ythm little by little as they threw out a great
effort in splitting two conference doubleheaders.
In the first pair of games the Riverwomen
played visitor to conference rival Southern
Indiana, and came to win from the get go. In
the opener, the Riverwomen won a marathon
game that went 16 innings. Southern Indiana
got the first run of the game in the third inning
before the Riverwomen qune back to tie it up
in the sixth inning with a run of their own, off
of outfielder Kristin Economon's RBI single
that scored teammate Shauna Wilson to knot
the game at 1-1.
The game then went into extra innings, as
neither tearn could score a run, inning after
inning. It wasn't until the 16th inning that the
Riverwomen finally broke through as Corie
Jones led the inning off with a walk and moved
to second on a sacrifice bunt lisa Neukirch
followed up the bunt with an RBI single to
score Jones and give her tearn the 2-1 win.

Starting pitcher Jessica Coffey pitched the
entire 16 innings, giving up just one run on 11
hits while striking out eight to pick up the
unforgettable win.
Heading into the second game the
Riverwomen were confident that they could
keep the momentum going and grab another,
but it was not to be as Southern Indiana
bounced back to win the second game by the
margin of 5-3. The Riverwomen managed to
grab the lead with two runs in the fourth inning
off of an RBI single by team member Kim
Kulaitis. The Riverwomen got another run in
the fifth on an RBI single by Jessica Keirn for
a 3-1 lead, but then Southern Indiana broke
through and scored four runs in the bottom of
the fifth to take the 5-3 win out from under the
Riverwomen.
Sophomore Emily Wagoner commented
on the games. "We played well in both games.
It was good to see that we finally played close
to our potential and that we showed that we are
hard to beat, but we just couldn't get the win in
the second game although we still played
well,:' said Wagoner.
After a tough loss in the second game the
team headed to play nationally ranked STUEdwardsville for their second conference "double-header in as many days. In the first game,
the Riverwomen came out and took the early .

lead with a run in the second inning on a lead
off double by lisa Neukirch who later scored
on an RBI single by teannnate Megan Raney
for a 1-0 lead. SID-Edwardsville would come
back to tie thi game in the fourth with a single
run and took the lead in the fifth with another
run. The Cou"oars then added an insurance run
in the sixth inning for the close 3·1 victory.
The second game proved to be a much different story as the Riverwomen carne out
strong, taking another early lead with a run in
the third inning. Pitcher Emily Wagoner doubled and moved to third on a ground out before
scoring on a fielding error by the Cougars to
give the Riverwomen the 1-0 advantage. The
Riverwomen then added a run in the fifth
inning with a tw(}-{)ut rally. It was Wagoner
who got it going again, by hitting a single
through the left side of the infield. She would
then move to second on another emn. by the
cougars. Only two batters later senior third
baseman Kim Kulaitis hit an RBI single to
give tOO Riverwomen a 2-0 lead.
The COMgars would rally to scbre a run in
the sixth, but the Riverwomen were not to be
outdone this time as they held on for the 2-1
victory. In addition to scoring both runs in the
game, sophomore Emily Wagoner also picked
up the win, pitching 6.0 innings and allowing
just one run on five hits.

Men's tennis finishes one spot short of Regionals
Down 2-1 after doubles the Rivermen had to was unable to play due to severe shin splints.
win four of the six singles matches to get the
On April 16 the Rivermen played for third
Sports Editor
win - which they managed to do.
.
place against Northern Kentucky University.
The Rivermen only dropped one match in The match was closely contested throughout,
The UM-St Louis men's tennis tearn fin· singles, a 6-2, 6-3 loss by Schaaf at two. After and there were plenty of opportunities to win by
ished their season this weekend with a fourth Francis Lam, Stephen Pobst, and Max Bugner both teams before NKU pulled out the 5-2 vicplace finish at the conference tournament The had all won, the match was 4-3 in the tory.
finish is one position lower than the last three . Rivermen's advantage with Raj Saini and Ryan
The Rivermen had an advantage after douyears. Coach Rick Gyllenborg was pleased Burgdorfer still playing. Burgdorfer proved to bles. Pobst and Schaaf won 8-6 at one and Lam
with the effort, despite not reaching the be the Rivermen's deciding match, winning 7- and Saini won 8-4 at three, giving the team a 2Regional Tournament
5,7-5.
1 lead going into singles. The positioning was
"I think: we did well considering what we
The win over SIU-Edwardsville sent the perfect for the Rivermen: who won the top two
went through this y=. We lost several players Rivermen into the semifinals against power- singles matches after losing all three doubles in
and had some injuries, but we played anyway. . house University of Southern Indiana. USI the two teams' earlier outing. The singles this
Next year our players are returning and we will proved to be too much for the Rivermen with a time, however, were very different Lam lost 6have some new faces, so we hope to rebuild," 5-0 shutout. Despite the total score, the 4,64 at number one and Schaaf lost 6-3,64 at
Rivermen did not lack opportunties. At number . number two. The only bright spot in singles
Gyllenborg said.
On the first day of competition at the one doubles Schaaf and Pobst were up 6-2 was Saini, who was up 64, 5-0 when the match
Conference Tournament the Riverrnen defeat- before losing 9-8, and Bugner and Burgdorfer was called.
ed foe SIU-Edwarsville 5-3 in a closely con- were tied at 5-5 before falling 8-5. After getting
Gyllenborg thought the Rivermen had a
tested match. Stephen Pobst and Mike Schaaf out to a 3-0 lead after doubles, USI finisbed the chance. "We feel like we Could have won today,
won at number one doubles 8-5, but the Rivermen off by winning only one singles even considering the setbacks. Mike [Schaaf]
Rivermen dropped number two and three dou" match, a 6-3,6-3 victory over Burgdorfer. The and Francis [Lam1 won those matches last
bles by scores of 8-3 and 8-1, respectively. fifth win carne from a default by Raj Saini, who time, they just couldn't do it today."
.. _...

BY .JAMES DAUG HERTY

_--_ ..._......

10 a recent letter to the editor a member of the
UM-St Louis In-line Hockey team censured The
Current for not covering more of their games, seeing as how they win more than any of the varsity
sports. The complaint is justified. Something that
represents the University well should get some coverage. Our in-line hockey team is the best in their
division and deserves credit.
But exactly what division is that? The letter to the
editor gave me an idea of how necessary it is to
explain the difference between the types of sports
that we have here at l.Ti\I·St Louis. Being the best
player in the Monday night volleyball league by no
means is comparable to playing volleyball for the
University, and comparing a varsity athlete to a
recreational player would be lidiculous.
The
highest
level of organized
sports here at UMSt.
Louis
is
Division II Varsity
Athletics.
lill
sports connected to
the
Athletic
Depm1ment, such
as basketball, base. ball, volleyball,
tennis, etc., are
considered to be
NCAA sanctioned
oJAMIES DAUGHERTY
sports
at the
;ports Editor
Division II leveL
The level of competition among such athletes is high enough to offer
scholarships and be recognized by the University as
a whole. There are many recruiting rules that govern
NCAA Division II Athletics, and full-time coaches
are hired to produce winning teams. NCAA
Division II Athletics is a step down from Division I
Athletics, which is dominated by big schools like the
University of North Carolina or Duke University.
The next level of organized sport at UM-St.
Louis is knovm as "Club" sports. Club sports are
organized by either a benefactor or students interested in a particular sport. They may be supported by
some affiliate of the University such as Student Life,
but they are not considered part of the athletic program and do not represent the school in NCAA,
Division II Athletics. vVhen a group of students does
form an on-campus team, they may then start playing students from other schools who are doing the
same thing. NCAA recruiting rules do not cover
club sports, but at the same time students don't
attend schools to play club sports like they do varsity sports. Our in-linehackey team is a club sport and
competes against other Division II schools in an
organized club league. Last year they were the
champions of that nationwide league.
see VARSITY V S.

CL UB S PORTS,
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Women's golf
takes third in
two tourneys
- - -----

BY BRYAN BOEDECKER

Staff Writer

The UM-St Louis women's golf team has been
playing well of late, rackirig up two top-five finish·
es the past two weekends. The team placed third in
both the St. Francis Invitational and the McKendree
Invitational.
UM-St. Louis golfer Lauren Glenn, senior, was
able to capture the individual crown at the . St.
Francis Invitational with a 77 on the second day of
the tOUlnament. Glenn shot a 41 on the front nine,
and had a tournament best 36 on the back nine,
shooting three strokes better than any other player in
the field on the back nine. It was the second individual tournament win <:>f the year for Glenn, having
won the honor at UM-St Louis Fall Invitational
back in September. "As a senior it's impcirtant to me
that we're playing so well as a team right now and
it's exciting that I personally am playing well
because it's important for me to end my career here
on a good note," Glenn said.
As a team the Riverwornen shot a 346, which
was 10 strokes back of the lead. Donna lehmuth
also had an impressive showing finishing in fourth
place with an 82. Ashley Vincent and Nichole Voss
shot a 93 and 94, respectively. Both Whitney
Novack and Shannon Val10we finished with a 96.
Melissa Mezel shot a 98.
'
The tournament that the team was able to put it
all together, however, was this past weekend at the
McKendree Invitational.
As a team the
Riverwomen shot a 329 on the first day of the tournament" besting their previous team low score of
342 by 13 strokes." The squad stayed hot on the second day of the tournament shooting a 335 and finishing third as a team just two strokes behind champion William Woods. "This was a great tournament
and may prove to be a turning point in our season.
Everyone stepped up and played well," head coach
James Earle said.
Donna Lehrnuth and Lauren Glenn were once
again 'the stars for the team. Lehrnuth shot a tournament best 76 on the first day and followed that up
with an 82
. in the second round, finishinO" the tournaJJ;lent tIed for second place. Consistency paid off
for Glenn as she shot 78's on both days and ended
up tied for the lead, but ended up losing in a one hole
playoff.
~

see WOMEN'S

GOLF,

page 9
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Rivermen inline hockey makes it to Nationals

The UM-St. Louis Inline Hockey
Team fell short at the National
Tournament in Ft. Collins, Colorado
on April 16. Sixteen of the nation's
best teams were invited to compete.
UM-St. Louis lost in the opening
round to Hofstra University by a
score of 7-6, despite leading 6-5 late
in the third period. The loss was a
surprise to the team, who may have

gone to the tournament a little bit too
confident, according to goalie
Thomas Ames.
"It's hard to repeat as National
Champions. Maybe we came in a bit
too cocky. We should have taken our
time and scouted the opponents
more. National competition is much
more difficult than Regionals, and
we were still playing like it was
Regionals," Ames said.
Despite the loss, the inline hockey
team has nothing to feel ashamed
about. They finished the year with a
23-7-3 overall record, including a 92-1 record against opponents from ·
the Great Plains Collegiate Inline
Hockey
Leauge
including
Washington University, Saint Louis
University, and Truman Sate. The

Intramurals is the lowest level of
organized sport at UM-St. Louis. They
are leagues organized by dividing the
student body into different teams to
play one another. There are often times
very good intramural teams, and if a
team has won the intramural title it
may compete against other winning
teams from different universities. In the
past UM-St. Louis has sent intramural
basketball teams to places like Houston
and Atlanta to compete against the best .
teams from other schools.

To further illustrate the difference,
rll use an example. Every year
CampUs Recreation holds an intramural tennis tournament. The winners are
decent tennis players. They defeated all
of their UM-St. Louis competition, but
dpes that make them the best tennis
players at the University? Of course
not. Some of the players that are better
are former varsity tennis players that
still attend:' If they got together to form
a club team and competed in a national
tournament they would have a very

But UMSL,-last year's
national champions,
fall during first round
BY .JAMES DAUGHERTY

sports Editor

EWENGO WINS Top ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE,
-- -- - -------I
Ewango was a senior staff member
and leader of the botanical training
team for employees, when the fighting resumed in 2002. When other
senior staff members left for safety
reasons or to attend academic eonferences,Ewango was the only senior
staff member that remained.
''I saw that if all the senior staff
left, it would be bad," Ewango said. "1
decided to stay to do what I could and
save what I could."
He was concerned that if he left,
the rest of the staff would abandon the
research center, and valuable samples,
data and equipment would be lost to
looting. He also realized that the
neighboring village' looked to the
senior staff for leadership and that the
research center gave stability to the
area, so he stayed.

Regional Championship was a first er, also entered the National
for the team, according to team cap- Rankings at 13th with 39 points. The
two were joined by Ames who qualitain James Wetton.
"Vfe had a great season and we fied as the seventh best goalie in the
· won the Regional Championship for country. Ames had a goals-against
the first time. Unfortunately at average of 2.74 and notched 220
Nationals we didn't play well, but a saves on the year (it should be menlot of guys are corning back so we'll tioned that the number one, two, and
be here again next year. It was harder four ranked goalies all played less
going into the tournament as than five games).
· National Champions; last year we
While Wetton and Roestel ranked
entered kind of under the radar. We first and second in regionals, other
had a target on our back this year," UM~St. Louis players also ranked
Wetton said.
highly in Regional competition. Jon
The inline team also added sever- Girard scored 21 points on the year
al individual successes to their for an 11 th place ranking and Zach
Regional Championship. Wetton, . Stacy and Doug Purk each scored 19
who scored 42 points on the year, points to tie for 13th. Ames finished
ranked 6th in the nation offensively. just behind Washington University's
Will Roestel, another offensive play- goalie Dave Garland for second.

·

good chance at winning the national
club championship (seeing as how several advanced to regionals while playing for varsity). But after winning that
championshlp, would they have the
right to claim that they were the only
winning team on campus and berate
the varsity team for not winning the
NCAA
Division
II National
Championship? Again, of course not.
While their abilities are impressive
against club athletes, they.are far from
capable of defeating the best varsity

I

athletes and therefore are in no position
to judge others. The difference between
intramurals and clubs is big, the difference between clubs and varsity is huge.
I think my point is clear. We have
athletes that train and work very hard at
this University. They play the best, and
sometimes lose more than they win. It's
part of playing top-notch competition.
If anyone can judge them it is people
who have filled their shoes, not people
who have never competed at their
leveL

link.
The Goldman Prize is awarded for
preserving the natural environment in
different ways, by protecting endangered ecosystems and species, promoting sustain ability or infl'uencing

'environmental policies.
Recipients are also selected for
their significant and sustained contributions for the environment. The
emphasis is also on finding inspiring
individuals who take personal risks to
protect the environment and people
from threats to environmental quality.
Scientists, academics or government officials must go beyond what is
expected as part of their work to qualify for consideration, which Ewango
did in every respect.
Ewango received $125,000, which
he wants to contribute toward a library
for the research center and continue
his own research. He hopes to put
some money towards his family's
future, recognizing the sacrifices they
made when he stayed at the research
center.

BY BRYAN BOEDECKER
.---- .. -- -..

-- .~---
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Staff Writer
The UM-St. Louis men's golf
squad struggled to a 9th place finish at
the Great Lakes Valley Conference
Tournament early last week. Standing
out above the team's performance
however, was the play of junior
Michael Lueders, who finished the
event tied for third in the individual
standings.
Lueders' third place finish matched
the best individual finish by a UM-St.
Louis golfer since the Rivermen
joined the GLVC, equaling the third
place finish in the 2000 GLVC tournament by former UM-St. Louis golfer
Dennis Lees. Lueders three-round
score of 220 (74-76-70) was the best
ever tournament score of any
Rivermen golfer at the GLVC tournament.
After starting the tournament with
an opening round 74, Lueders shot a
76 in the second round. He then finished strong with a tournament best
round of 70 in his final round. That
finish catapulted Lueders to a top-five
finish and left him just four strokes off
the top score of 216. "Going into that
last round 1 just never gave up on
myself or my team," Lueders said, "I
was mostly just focusing on trying to
make some putts and grind it out...and
I'm pretty happy with how it turned

W OMEN'S GOLF,

Ewango hopes to be accepted into
the doctorate program at UM-St.
Louis, as he likes the link between the
University and the Missouri Botanical
Garden, where he works as a research
botanist. In the tropics, he said UM-St.
Louis is known worldwide.
In the future, he hopes to work
with the government of his country to
convince them of the value of conserving their forest area and create a
plan for sustainable development.
Ewango also hopes to teach others
to have "a passion for conservation"
and train more Congolese students as
researchers. He hopes to encourage
his fellow countrymen to appreciate
their natural world and is optimistic
about success.
"Common sense is prevailing with
the end of the war," he said.

.....

out."
Rain was scattered throughout the
three-day event at the Otter Creek
Golf Course in Columbus, Indiana.
According to Coach Dustin Ashby, the
conditi.ons did not seem to have a huge
impact on Lueder's game. "The golf
course was playing really tough, especially on day two," Coach Ashby said,
"but Mike consistently hit the ball well
and really did a great job to get back
into contention like he did."
Lueders was coming off two middle-of-the-packfinishes in the both the
Rivermen. Invitational and the
Bellarmine Invitational. "Michael has
had a good semester, but I think this
was the tournament where he put it all
together and had his breakthrough performance," Coach Ashby said.
Of the other UM-St. Louis golfers
in the tournament, Diego Jimenez tied
for 32nd with a 237 (73-80-84) and
David Archibald placed 43rd with a
250 (83-85-82). Marcus Deckert came
in 47th after shooting a 272 (80-881(4) and Eric Fakes took 49th with a
277
(86-96-95).
Overall, the
Rivermen were doomed by shooting
329 and 331 in the second and third
rounds, respectively. Those rounds
were the two highest team scores of
the tournament. The team finished the
event by placing ninth out of the 10
competing teams with a three-round
score of 970 (310-329-331).

from page
8
_-_.._ _.... ....
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from page 1

When the soldiers reached the
research center, he acted with bravery
and determination, hiding some of the
center's equipment, preserving specimens and data, working with local villagers to protect and feed the ' rare
Okapi and attempting to continue his
research.
Ewango counseled frightened villagers on how to behave around the
soldiers to avoid being killed.
Meanwhile,' he managed to keep in
contact with colleagues by periodically sneaking into the forest to use ahidden laptop computer with a satellite

Men's golf places ninth at GLVC

"Lauren Glenn keeps elevating
her game and there really is no limit
to what she can accomplish," Coach
Earle said, "And Donna keeps
improving and has shown that she
can win any tournament at any time.
Of the other golfers Ashley
Vrncent had a two-day total of 176.
Nichole Voss shot a personal best 84

.....•.

...•.
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on the second day to go along with
her first round 91.
Shann on
Vallowe and Melissa Mezel shot
two-day totals of 190 and 183,
respectively. Whitney Novack was
also able to obtain a personal best .
score, shooting an 8 7 in the second
round after shooting a 94 in the first
round.

need a prac ti cum?
The,Current can help with positions open for
Fall or Spring Semester in: writing, editing,
photography, layout, business and advertising.
Email us at current@ jinx.umsl.edu or call 516-5174 for info .

University of Missouri-St. Lou'is
Collegiate Readership Program

RN Graduates
BRING YOUR COMPASSI

Vote 'Yes'
April 20 & 21
Bring back newspapers in 200S-06!
Did you enjoy the campus-wide newspaper
program earlier this semester?
For a daily selection of The New York Times,
St. Louis Post Dispatch and USA TODAY
delivered Monday through Friday, vote YES on

the student-wide referendum April 20 & 21 .
A successful vote wilt bring the Collegiate
Readership Program back to the UM-St. Louis
campus. Don't let this great opportunity slip
away,.. It's up to you!
For more information, contact Scott Bopp
in the SGA Office at 314-516-5105.

You're ded icated to exceptional patient care.
We're committed to YOll and your career. Find
the nursing opportunities y ou onfy get at one
of America's best hospitals.*
• A rich learning environmant{ with complex cases
not seen at other hospitals
• State-of-the-art equipment, techn ology and practices
• Clinica l Nu rse Specialists to serve
as resources for nurses
• Our comprehensive orientation
sets the foundation for exciting
advancem ent opportunities

To find out more about a career
at Barn es-J ewish Hospital, contact:

Aimee Barbour
Phone: (314} 362-4337
Email: aimee. barbour@bjc.org

Call ToU-Free or Apply Online

(866) 292-HIRE
www.BarnesJewish.org
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Action-comedy 'Saha ra' entertains
BY CATHERINE MARQUISHOMEYER

A&E Editor

EDITOR
CATHERINE

Twenty minutes into the actionpacked "Sahara," a single word
popped into my mind unbidden:
MacGyver.
Maybe I have seen too much 'The
Simpsons," butI could not help thinking of the fictional TV character who
excels in getting out of tight spots by
making elaborate tools out of strings
and tin foil when watching action
hero Mathew McConaughey and
comic sidekick Steve Zahn generally
dodge certain death through a series
of improvised tools, bombs and
weapons assembled out of whatever
is handy.
My expectations for this movie
were low but I found it surprisingly
entertaining. The action-comedy
"Sahara" starts out improbahle, with a
pair of ex-military salvage divers
looking for a Civil War ironclad boat,
which nDght have a secret treasure, in
the Sahara desert And it gets more

far-fetched from there. However,
director Breck Eisner's decision to
play the action in "Sahara" \vith a
COnDC bent, makes it surprisingly
entertaining. Although it never reaches the level of '1ndiana Jones," it is a
fun movie, thanks mostly to . the
comic spin and Steve Zahn.
Based on a Dirk Pitt adventure by
action novelist Cli ve - Cussler.
Mathew McConaughey plays the
heroic romantic lead Dirk Pitt, with
Steve Zahn as his handyman sidekick
Al Giordino. These former military
experts are now in the higlf-end
marine salvage business with
NUMA, a non-profit operation run by
a retired Admiral (William H. Macy)
and which gives the adventurers a
high tech boat and deep pockets.
Penelope Cruz plays the romantic
World
Health
interest,
as
Organization doctor Eva Rojas, who
is in Africa to track the source of a
deadly, mysterious illness. Clues
point both the doctor and the treasw-e
hunters to the same neighbOIing
country, which is embroiled in a civil
war, as Toureg warriors struggle for

freedom from the country's corrupt plenty of lesser-known works to played a less-than-successful or:iID.illal
in "Snatch." Wilson is good as the
adapt into something else.
dictator.
Any movie fan is likely to see
Although it slants comic, "Sahara" elegant businessman and James is
there are enough stereotypical plot keeps enough action movie flavor to sometimes surprisingly cliilling as the
and characters to sink any action also entertain with its wild rides, intelligent and immoral dictator. Both
movie, so making a straightforward . which often take place to a sound- McConaughey and Cruz are adequate
action movie would have been a chal- track of thumping, familiar old hits in their roles as the cocky, romantic
lenge. Rather than trying to find a from the 60s and 70s.
hero and the serious, committed docway to keep the audience from' laughThere is also the expected roman- tor, and they do have a little romantic
ing at, or snoozing though, this =aky tic flirtation between Dr. Rojas and chemistry. Interestingly, this project
collection of conventions, the film- the dashing Dirk Pitt, the "buddy" was originally dreamt up before 200 I,
makers went the opposite way by patter between Dirk and sidekick AI, with Hugh Jackman in the lead,
embracing its inner comedy and let- the crusty boss Admiral Sandecker, which could have been a better
ting that carry the action along. Once and a wealthy (French) industrialist choice, and was once rumored to be
COnDcally disconnected from reality, (Lambert Wilson) who bankrolls the considering Tom Cruise for the part,
the film was free to build new heights treasure-hunting salvage operations. which would not. Through many
of the improbable.
Of course, there is a ruthless dictator, delays, McConaughey ended up with
Apparently, the film's story and General Kazim (Lennie James) and a the part.
characters differ greatly from the noble Toureg leader, Immam (Jude
One of the problems I have with
many "mindless entertainment" films
novel. Cussler reportedly tried to sue Akuwudike).
over the changes since he was supSteve Zahn turns in the best per- is that they are not entertaining
posed to have script approval, so if formance in this film as the weird AI, enough. "Sahara" gets around the
you are a fan of his books, be warned. a wisecracking, disheveled oddball . familiar and predictable parts of the
While I found the movie amusing, I with a series of beaten-up favorite action movie by being so silly and
am generally opposed to the common hats and a knack for doing the impos- comic that you are laughing too much
Hollywood practice of taking a popu- sible to save their skiDs. Moviegoers not to be entertained. While it is no
lar story or character and altering it might recognize Lambert Wilson , "Raiders of the Lost Ark" and certaininto something unrecognizable, as who played the Merovingian in the ly not high art, it delivers a surprising
this is unfair to the fans . There are Matrix movies, or Lennie James who amount of entertainment and fun.

MARQUIS-HOMEYER

A&E Editor
phone: 516-5174
fax: 516-6811

Webster's Boardwalk Cafe will delight springtime diners
BY MONICA MARTIN

the week's

best
bets

Wed. April 20
'Path to War' screening
Film screening and panel
discussion of HBO film "Path
to War," about how
IAmerican became embroiled
!in Vietnam, starring Michael
Gambon, Alec Baldwin, and
Donald Sutherland. Panelists
include the film's co-producer Howard Dratch, who
also teaches at University of
California's School of
Cinema, Timothy Lomperis
(SLU Political Science
Dept.), Minsoo Kang (UMSL
History Dept.) Kevin
Fernlund and Gerda Ray.
Sponsored by Center for the
Humanities. For more information, call Karen Lucas at
516-5699.

Thursday April 21
'What is an Irish Movie?'
Lecture by Dr. Joan
Fitzpatrick Dean looks at some
of best known Irish movies,
including "The Quiet Man,"
"The Crying Game" and "The
Commitments," and talks
about the Irish movie industry,
the 90s economic boom and
changes in Irish culture. The
lecture iS'at 12:30 p.m., in
331 SSB. Sponsored by the
Center for International
Studies and the campus Irish
studies program. For more
information, call 516-5753.

Thursday April 21 Saturday April 23
St. Louis Jazz Festival
Thurs April 21- Sat April 23
st. Louis Jazz Festival
The 2005 Greater St. Louis
Jazz Festival will take place
April 21-23, at the Touhill
Performing Arts Center. The
UMSL Jazz Ensemble will perform April 21, 2005 at 7:30
p.m. and this performance is
free. Marilyn Maye will perform on April 22. Maye, who
appeared a record 77 times on
Johnny Carson's Tonight ShOW,
will perform a "Tribute to
Johnny." For more information, call Dawn at 636-3975108 or the Touhill PAC at 5164949.

Staff Writer
If you are ever roaming around
Webster Groves and you get a little
hungry, pop into the Boardwalk Cafe
for delicious eating at your leisure.
The first thing customers notice
when walking up to the restaurant is
that the door stands open, inviting in
the hungry. The restaurant is small,
with indoor and outdoor seating.
Inside, the walls are two colorspeach on top, blue on the bottom.,
maybe symbolizing the sand meeting
the ocean. The restaurant was minimally decorated, but that did not take
away from its charm. Black and white
photos hung on the walls alongside
big blue fish. The kitchen is open.
surrounded on two sides by counter
with a small blue and white awning
hanging overhead. A small handful of
tables and booths are scattered across
the blue and white tiled floor.
My friend and I arrived at the
restaurant on 1\Jesday evening at 6
p.m. The restaurant had several
patrons but was not filled to capacity.
We were seated at a high table near
the window. We took severnl minutes
to peruSe the menu. Items offered
include appetizers, salads, sandwiches, pasta and entrees. Breakfast is
offered for the early birds, 'and those
items include omelets, eggs, breakfast sandwiches, biscuits and gravy,
pancakes, waffles and more. My
friend and I each opted for the panseared chicken breast ($12.95). This
entree is "topped with a light and
creamy fresh herb sauce with tomatoes, garlic, and Portobello mushrooms." All entrees are served 'after 4
p.m., and come with sour cream and
chive whipped potatoes and mixed
vegetable stir fry. Side salads are
extra. After a 30 minute wait, our

Erica SUrTUsi Tbe CUT1"!'nt

Big or small, every plate is served with the look of perfection at the Boardwalk Cafe.
food came oul The mound of mashed ing patrons. He introduced himself as
potatoes sat in the middle of the plate, Michael Oransky and told us the
surrounded by the chicken and veg- . restaurant had been open for three
etables. The food was hot and deli- years. Around mouthfuls of food, we
cious. The meal was well worth the were able to tell him how good his
wail Conversation consisted mainly food was and he was appreciative.
of how good the food was.
The service at Boardwalk Cafe is
While . devouring our delicious good. The waitresses are friendly and
food, we were able to meet the owner, make themselves available to the
who was also waiting tables and seat- patrons, checking on them often. The

owner is personable, talking to the
patrons and also making himself
available.
The Boardwalk Cafe is a good
restaurant to visit on a calm spring
night. Dress is casual, and the atmosphere is relaxing. Beach music floats
through the air, along with the soft
hum of the outside and the other
patrons. Hours are Tuesday to Friday,

11 am. to 9 p.m.; Saturday: 8 am. to

9 p.m.; Sunday: 8 am. to 2 p.m. The
restaurant is closed on Mondays.
Oransky said Saturday and Sunday
mornings are their busiest time.
Stop in and visit the Boardwalk
Cafe, even if you are not in the
Webster' area. Talk with the owner,
relax with your friends or enjoy a
meal with yourself and a book.

On the other side of the camera ...

Cuppa]o's is a quality find
BY MONICA MARTIN

_... _---.-.. _.... _._--_ .... _...•

Staff Writer

If you are looking for a place to
relax after a long day, head over to
CuppaJo's Coffee House and
Roastery in Weldon Springs to have
some time to yourself.
My friend and I arrived on a
Sunday evening at around 5 p.m.
There were a few patrons sitting at
some of the tables. There were severallights overhead, but they gave off a
soft glow. We approached the counter
and looked over the menu 'above the
counter. Items offered include
smoothies, tea and chai, coffee,
espresso drinks, Jo-wiches, Monte
Cristo sandwich, quesadillas, Jo burritos; matted waffles, French toast
and much more. My friend ordered a
caramel machiatto and a bagel. I
ordered a hot chocolate and a bagel.
We sat on a couch in the back of the
coffeehouse. There was a chair next
to the couch, and a coffee table piled
with different magazines rested in
front of us. We sat down and
.stretched, taking in the cozy atmosphere and pushing everything out .of
Our minds. I later w~nt up for a slice
of turtle cheesecake that was heavenly.
CuppaJo's opened in September

of 2002 by owners Steve Anderson
and Kevin Monroe. They wanted to
create a coffeehouse that emanated a
sense of community, and it worked.
Many different people flock to this
little joint including artists, musicians, Bible groups.
Service is good at CuppaJo's. The
man behind the counter was friendly,
asking us· how our day was, and
checking to make sure our food and
drinks were okay; he even took away
our dirty dishes.
CuppaJo's has events on certain
days of the week On Mondays, it is
double stamp day as well as open
. mike night Tuesdays is the bean special. Buy one pound of beans; get a
half a pound free. On Wednesdays,
you' can buy a dessert for half price
for buying a $3 drink. Thursdays has
a buffet and live jazz. CuppaJo's also
offers catering, unique fundraising
items and they allow musicians . to '
play the venne. VIsit their website at
www.icuppajo.com for more upcoming events and details.
Cupparo's is open seven days a
week. Hours are: Monday through ..
Friday, 5:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturday
from 7 am. to Up.m.; and SIDlday
from 8 am. to 9 p.m. They are located at 1009 Wolfrum Rd., just south of
Mid Rivers Mall Drive.

Photographer Rosamond Purcell speaks with students and faculty after her lecture Wednesday
evening. Purcell visited UM-St. Louis this week to critique student work and give a lecture at
Gallery 210.
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Art teac11er's classroon1 is berul1d bars
roundings and supportive community,
these convicts draw pictures of what
their souls see. They sketch their way
past their despair. They give us insight
into what it means to be a thrownaway-one. Their pictures cry out - I,
too, can see. I, too, can create. I too am
a human being," expressed Sister
Helen Prejean, author of the book
"Dead Man Walking," in reference to
the imprisoned population.
Kornfield described what it was
like when she began working with
inmates.
'The first day my new students
brought . me amazing pictures and
objects they had already made without
benefit of art class or real supplies,"
Kornfield said.
In a room with over 30 people,
Komfield showed a slide show of art
from the inmates. The art showed the
creativity, hostility and hope of the
inmates . One of the inmates rnade a
handbag out of 450 packs ofKool cigarettes. They also used toiletries such
as soap, toilet paper, shampoo and
toothpaste to make little chairs, a carving of a man lying in a prison bed who
had overdosed on drugs, little inmate
figurines and loads of other creative
things such as a man in a jail cell praying.
Some of the artist~ gave ex plana-

iiY SiiAHTE DAviS

Staff '>Vriter

Last Monday, author Phyllis
Komfield presented her book
"Cellblock Vision: PIison Art in
America" at UM-St Louis and shared
her experience working with artists in
prison.
She said that her book portrays a
great deal of respect for these inmates
and that she has dedicated her time and
energy to not only teaching them art,
but to teaching society about the misfortunes that occur behind the walls of
con-ectional facilities; she has chosen
to do this through the art of these
inmates.
"Prison is an industry and it puts a
lot of money into some people's pockets," Komfield said.
Komfield has been an artist and art
teacher to prisoners for over 17 years.
The United States has over two
rBillion people incarcerated. Currently,
16 states have lower populations than
the number of people incarcerated in
the nation's correctional facilities.
However, the prison system is supposed to be a place to hold people who
have posed a threat to society and
rehabilitate them, but very little rehabilitation i.s occurring.
"Stripped of freedom, beautiful sur-

tions to their work on the slides.
"I passed a man's cell one day who
was praying and it stayed on my mind
Here I'm showing a cage; a per.;on
isn't supposed to be like that When
people see it then they could learn not
to get in trouble so they won't have to
go through this," stated TR., an inmate
at Franklin County House of
Correction.
Aside from the art created without
the "proper art supplies," these men
and women also created beautiful
drawings that retlected their current
state and the different realms of their
imagination. Some of the prison artists
have gone on to have their work represented in a gallery.
Despite the many negative aspects
of today,s correctional facility,
Komfield has given hope to many of
the inmates through her art class.
"I don't allow the prisoners to
speak personally or negatively in my
class because I want transformation
for them," Komfield stated. 'They're
not the bad ones and we' re the good
ones."
For more information on the current conditions of the United States
correctional facilities as told by
inmates and workers and to look inside
Cell Block Visions, log onto
w\\'wccellblockvisions.com.

All positions at The Current open up after the last day
of Winter Semester. Apply for next ye ar by submit·
ting a resume and cover letter by 5:00p.m. May 9.
Email: current@jinx.umsl.edu, or visit 388 MSC.
Positions include:
'Managing Editor
'Business Manager
'Advertising Director
·Features, News, A&E, or
Sports Editor
·Photo Di rector
·Production Manager
'Production Associate

·Photographers
·Staff Wr iters
·Copy Editor
·Proofreader
'Distribution Manager
·Web Editor
·Business associates
'Advertising associates

"'MADISON' IS WARM AND ABSORBING.
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"'MADISON' JS GOOD, OLD-IlASHlONED
ENTERTAINMENT IN THE BEST SENSE OF TI-fE TERM.
]!.., rynne

laws to root fue lin un<Ut-dog. in thit case,
tbe 'lO~..!'~~~T1~c tru~r

JIM CAVIEZEL

INVITE YOU AND A
GUEST TO A SPECIAL
SCREENING

MARY McCORMACK
AND

BRUCEDERN

Stop by The Current Booth at

MADI SON

Mirthday, April 20 to pick

Although he convinced the leaders, could get out of the country.
Themotorcyc!e had been looted, so be
the soldiers them<;elves were more difficult to control and most of the faL-ility's just walked out .of the area With no food
equipment was eventually looted, includ- or water, he walked 85 kilometers the first
day, heading toward Beni; the town where
ing some he had hidden in the forest.
The annies fought three battles in the his farJ))ly was living 400 kilometers
area As the war wore on, the situation away. TIle next day he encountered a man
deteriornted There were rumors of camri· with a bicycle who was willing to give
balism, and there was no food and no . him a lift ifbe could pay. With no money,
medicines left in the area. One of the vil- Corneille bad to persuade this fellow that
lagers betrayed E\vango by telli:Qg the sol- his family would pay when he anived
The country had been divided by !be
dier.; that the = h fa..'ility was connected to Americans, SO there might be war and communication across the divide
bidden money there. The soldier.; carne to was non-ex:1:stent When he reached the
intenugateEwango and, despite his assur- town, Comeille went straight to a friend's
ances that it was not true, they beat him house to find out where his family was
When they left, Ewango hid in the best living. Everyone was shocked to seelrim,
and decided the time to leave had come. thinking he harl cjied months ago when
He used the laptop computer to contact the fightiog reached the research facility.
UNESCO and Gillman International He had a tearful reunion with his wife and
Conservation and Wildlife Con..<;efVation children, especially his nine-year-old
Society, organizations connected to the daughter, who at first refused to come out
= h facility, to tell them he was leav- of her room becaru;e she thought they
ing. He also received an email that told were lying about her father being still
him he had been accepted into the gradu- alive. . .
The CQUl:ltry is now at peace but
ate lJIDgraID at UM-St Louis,
he
had applied six months earlier, and they despite his ordeal, Comeille Ewango is
assured him they would help him if he
still thinking about conservation in DRC.

·where
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I finally arrived home, grabbed my
suitcase full of clothes and rushed to the
bus stop.
I reached the Warner Brothers set
and entered the building v.;:ith catering
trucks paIked out front I walked straight
through the ballway lobby and turned
arOtmd a comer and entered a dressing
room filled with mirrors, white counter.;,
make-up kits and severed mannequin
heads sporting different colored wigs.
Shocked, I realized that I had accidental! y walked into the main cast dressing room. Most of them sat half naked
reading magazines while artists applied
their make-up. .
Im.-read. of walking right out of the
room before anyone noticed my presence, I spoke without thinking about it
"Does anyone know where the
extras go for wardrobe?" I asked.
Everyone looked up. surprised
"You mean 'background people' ," a
make-up artist corrected "Follow me.
m show you.'
He led me to a flight of stai.rs and
gave roe instructions on where to go. I
followed his directions and entered a
large room filled -with tables, bookshelves, paint:ing'> and various props.
Policemen, detectives, doctors and
patients 'wandered around the room.
I gave a production assistant at the

front desk my call number. He told me dependent ;)S welL"
"Sometimes," I admitted defensiveto have a seat with the others until being
ly.
called for wardrobe.
"Yeah, I am a Gemini. We ate lively,
Over at the table with the ''background people," I found myself in . youthful, and witty. We don't like to stay
with anyone for too long. And we get
another world
I watched one guy dressed as a cop attached easily to people, but we can get
paint the end of his plaStic gun with a unattached just as quickly," she said.
Terry went on to tell me more about
black marker. Another guy was rolling
his own cigarettes. Bob, who was play- myself. "You probably also get hll1.t a lot
ing a cop, talked the whole time about in your relationships because you don't
the Mets and how they have a promising like to let go."
'Well, I've never bit the "eject butfuture. A redhead who .looked exactly
like Ntkki Cox from "Unhappily Ever ton" in the relationship," I said
"You better ~1ay away from Gemini's
After," entered the room.
"Watch out for her, she's crazy," Bob then," she warned.
She. informed me that she was a
told me. He turned to her and said, "Hey
nymphomaniac and that she would
Terry, you look good as a redhead"
I had to admit, Bob was right Teiry cheat on her boyfriend in a heartbeat,
was crazy, but in a.good way_ She sat even though she could never tell him,
down with us and talked about how our she said.
'1 can't help it. I am a Gemini and
birth signs determine our destiny.
After talking with me for a few min- sometimes I get so [heated up] that I
utes, she asked, "You're a Cancer aren't can't control myself," she explained.
Before she could go any further, a
you?"
Surprised that she accurately stated proouction assistant called for us to line
my zOOiac symbol, I asked how she up for wardrobe·.
Nervous and excited, I was ready to
knew.
"I can tell," she replied, as if she was be on the Third Watch' set EveryOne
some prophet or oracle. "You have. all lined up and left fur wardrobe.
Stay tl.01ed next week when Gary
the signs of a Cancer: sensitive, imaginative, emotional, intuitive and caring. I meets Denzel Washillgt(1T! and has a
bet you can be possessive, moody and final.confrontation with Cheese Stick.

SeongpiJ H ong and D amien Johnson
for student Senate.

• Vote APRIL 20
&21 sT IN THE
STUDENT
ELETIONS.
Vote on
mygateway.

up a compJimentary screening

pass for two to see

MADIS ON

Now that the war is over, he knows that
the loggers will come into the cashstrnpped country, and he is eager to talk to
the government about preserving tb\! forest He wants to work: closely with the
government to show them how to do this.
Unlike some African countries, DRC J-m:;
a wealth· of resources; including 5D% of
!he continent's :forests, gold, diamonds
and mineral riches. Managing their.
resoun:es by sustainable development
could both preserve their natural environment and help the country grow.
When he returns to DRC, Corneille
wants to train others, especially
Congolese students, to have "a passio.l1 for
conservation." But he has a message for
students at UM-St Louis as well: even if
you are not a conservation biologist, show
your commitment to conservation and the
environment Everyone needs to shmv
support and speak up more if you value
that He also said that he thinks scientists
too often only look to their wOlk, but they
need to beh:Jvolved in the political and
policy making area, too, and to be aware
of the interdependence of that area v,ith
preservation of the natural world

Paid

We stanel for equality,
diversi ty , and accessibility for
all students. Vote for us!!

fro: by Damien Johnson ·

DJJohnson@umsl.edu

No purchase necessary. While supplies last.
Passes available on a first-come, first·served
basis. Participating sponsors are ineligible.
This film is rated PG for some mild language
and sports.peril.

With Bummer courS8S.st

.U

-sr LDUIS,

you'll ~arn creditsthatt wiD get
yPU iJ step ahead next fafl. We
offer lots of courses, which
means you can find the graduate
and und14"fJrad courses ynu want
anc! need. And since they're offered
In 4-, 9- and 12-week sessions .
iiuring the day, evening and even
t

.

orHine,you

can mak8- it w.ork

around your summer schedule.
Welre flexible.

Pre-registration begins Monday, April 4.
4-weeksessions start May1S, June 13 & July 11_

. 8-we#. sessions start May 16 and June 18.
12-week sessions start May 18.

Check out the largest, moSt fIsxibIe summer prOgram in
the metro area at umsl.edu. or call1-BOO-GO-2-UMSL.

You r future. It's your call. M ake it now.

Dial your Navy Representative at 1-800-777-6289 or e. .maillpt_stlouis@cnrc.navy.mil
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Weekly Cartoon - by Rudy Scoggins

RATE S

CLASSIFIED ADS

(40 words

are free for students,
staff, and faculty.)
For others, ad rates are:
1 ad or issue - $15

with 40 words or fewer

are free to

SAY'S HERE llIAT lllEY'Rf GOtWA fIM cOOI(lE ~nR SlJ1N
0w.'N ON (OOj{IES IN ~ OF HfAl1l11ER lOOPS...

2 ads or issues - $25

students, faculty and staff

\

3 ads or issues - $35

Call 516-5174 or email your ad to currerit@jinx.umsLedu

For Sctle
NIKE Huarache 2K5
I am selling a size 10.5 pair of the
newest basketball shoe from Nike.
It is the Huarache 2K5 for the
quick player that wants a shoe to
up their game . The shoe is new,
only worn twice but too small for
me. Contact Alex at 314-918-8196
aLexanderkerford@umsl.edu

FOR SALE Amazing deal!!!
1988 HONDA CIVIC (silver-gray), $900
or best offer. Runs fine. 199,000 miles.
Manual transmission . 721-4698

Exercise equipment
for sale:
Nordic Track Ski Machine. Excellent
condition. Purchased new in 1997 and
used very little. $1000.B.0. Call
(314) 422-8047 or email
bowenmel@umsl.edu.

'94 Thunderbird V8
Auto, Loaded , New Paint, Clean $3800
obo Call Randy 314-479-4381

Satum '94 sp $3200 115mi
314-524-6648

4+ - $10

Housing
Are you interested i n •••

SEEKING to rentJhousesit in
summer 2005
Mature graduate student looking for
nicer furnished apartment Summer
2005 or housesitting opportunity. 1 or 2
bedrooms and in a safe area. I am cur·
rently overseas, please contact me via
email: mtgb8@umsl.edu

Meeting new people? Being more
involved? Finding an Alumni Mentor?
Enjoying the college experience?
Students Today Alumni Tomorrow
(STAT) can help . Call Amanda at 516·
4738 or stop by the Student Life Office
today.

Nonnandy Apartments
Recently updated 1 BR &: 2BR. Walking
distance to UMSL &: Metrolink with
access to major highways. Central AlC
&: heat. On-site laundry. Garages, car-

The Only Vitamin You May Ever Need!
All Natural Whole Vitamins(not synthetic) To Learn More and Order Visit
3JOHN2VICTORYVITAMIN .COM Or Call
1-800-605-8482 #143614

100% RISK FREE!

ports ft storage units available. 1 BR
starting at $395 and 2 BR starting at
$465. Call 314-210-2558 and make an
appointment to see your new home
today!

UMSL Alumni Owned Courier
Company
Arch Express is a same day courier
company that services the greater St.
Louis area. With our computer network
and mobile units, we maintain constant
contact with your delivery. Call 314989-0100 today for a quote!

Bellerive Acres Home for Sale
We are relocating to another city and
we must sell. 4200 sq. ft., 4 bed , 2.5
bath. This home is a must see. Sale
price: $325,000 #55 Bellerive Acres.

EXPERT EDITING
Re-writing of student papers , faculty
books-in-progress, etc. Reasonable
rates. Call Barbara at Glory Arts_ (314)
991-6762

HOME FOR SALE BY OWNER
2 story, 3 bedrooms, 2 car garage. NEW
kitchen, floors, roof and window treatments BIG Yard, private street $305,000

RECIEVE 50% OFF ANY HAIR
SERVICE

4143 Westminster 533-6642

Expandable light Oak Dining
Room Table
Light oak tabletop /Sky blue (detachable) legs Selling for $50. Four blue
cushioned seats included also (on
request) .Good condition.
Email: Illuzion_5@yahoo.com for more
information

Computer for sale

PIT Package Handlers
• Medical/dental insuran ce
• Tuition assistanc e
• Weekty payc he c k

• Part-time, 5 day week
• Ability to lo ad, unload, sort packages
• Must be abl e to lift 50 Ibs.
• Must be 18 years or older
• Pay increase every 90 days. for 1st y-ear.

·10 dlays accrued paid vacation after 6 months.
• Evening shift starts at $8.50_

• Contact Kin a at 567 -2915

Desktop computer: $550. Gateway Flex
ATX w/ Intel Celeron 667mhz processor,
63mb RAM, 19.0 GB hard drive,
Windows ME, 17" monitor, keyboard,
mouse, speakers, microphone, 56K
modem, MS Works Suite. Canon 5400
printer included. Contact Melinda:
516-5241 or bowenmel@umsl.edu.

Earn

$9.00
per hour
--_..---- ..-

fedex.com/u {careers

..,.,

DRUMS and GUITAR AMP
Full Yamaha Stage Custom set with 3
to ms , Signature snare, bass drum, sabian ri de, 2 sabian crash, and china
crash. Asking $800. Peral set wi 5
toms, yamaha snare, bass drum , DH
ride and crash_ Asking $1000. Both
sets include all hardware, stands,
throne, and pedal. A OW 5000 double
bass pedal is available.
Crate Blue Voodoo tube head and 4x12
cab is $900. 692-9028, leave message .

Political Science Text
For Sale
Req. text for Political Science.
"Approaching Democracy"
Bookstore sells for $60, asking $45 .
Like new. Call 428-4206

5 years, 4 Jobs, and 3 cars
later•••
I have a degree and memories, but not
the skill of getting a good deal on cars.
See me, Charles, at Mc Mahon Used,
mention the Current to save $500 and
see how. 314·771-9900

APPLE Imac G4 For Sale
80gb and DVD writing drive, upgraded
768mb Ram, OSX Panther, iLife05.
Comes w/ AppleCare Warrenty
Coverage. Yours for $1500 or make an
offer. Ipod 40gb , few months old, also
for sale, just callI! Jason 516-4422

HOME for Sale

22 Greendale ·Dr. Walk to UMSL.
Charming 1_5 story brick family home
near UMSL. Four bedrooms, two baths,
family room, updated kitchen, hardwood floors _ Please call Jacqueline
Smith, agent/owner at Coldwell Banker
Gundaker 314-977-2401 or cell
314-578-1388

STUDY IN A DIFFERENT STATE

WITH JACIE AT AMERICAN IMAGE
SALON IN CHESTERFIELD CALL FOR
APPOINTMENTS AT 314-878-5210

2 Apartments for Rent
Pasadena- 1BR $500/mo, 2BR $600/mo_
FREE wireless DSL, FREE heat and hot
water. 1/2 mi from campus. Extremely
spacious, quiet, historic neighborhood .
Newly renovated, Call John @ 314-651·
0349 for appointment.

Writer Wanted
Assist me in writing a self-help autobi ography book to be published in my
country. Some proceeds will be donated to the tsunami victims in my country. No experience necessary. Make a
difference in the life of people in
South Asia by contributing your skills
write me at
ahsnq2@studentmail.umsl .edu or
alexspeaks@hotmail.com. Small
compensation is available based on
chapters written .

Seeking Female Roomate
Located off of 270 and Dorsett about
15 mins from school. Please call Julie
at 314-960 -1374.

Help Wanted
Busy shifts plenty of money!
Casa Gallardo in Bridgeton is looking
for Servers, Cocktail servers and hosts.
Full and part time. Days, nights, weekends available. Please apply in person, 12380 St. Charles Rock Rd.
Bridgeton, Mo.

Play Women's Rugby
www.stlouissabres.com no experi ence
necessary 314-353-5229

BEST BET FOR FLEXIBLE Part
Time INCOME

" you are intereste d in o btaining a Ph.D. in engineering

Get paid per onli ne survey. Anytime .
On your down time. COLLEGESTU DENTSURVEYS.COM (wri te it down)
"When you need more than just beer
money"

at a world -class Research university,
Vanderbilt Engineering might be interested in you. Late application allowed
for selected students. Check
www.engineering.vanderbilt.edu for
more informati on or call
615-322-4657.

Data Entry position
Part-ti me, 20-25 hrs. Mon-Fri, anytime
between gam to 5pm. If interested
Email at fas5xd@studentmail.umsl.edu

GET PAID FOR YOUR OPINIONS!
Earn $15-$125 and more per survey!
www.moneyforsurveys.com

HELP WANTED:
Responsible person to help mom with
MS keep house clean &: organized.
Flexible hours to accommodate school
schedule. Must have own transportation. Pays $15.00 per hour. If interested, please contact Randi at 314-2758296 or 314-651-1693

Wedding Photography

Need a Job?
PART TIME,
COOL,
FUN ,
JOBS,
$12 .00/hour. Can pay 75% of your UMSL
tuition, as well as other cash for school.
Great benefits I Call Shawn Rafferty 314486-mO or email at smrb52@umsl.eduor
shawn. rafferty@mostlo.a ng.af.mil

*LADIES-INTERESTED IN
CHEERLEADING FOR A SEMIPRO FOOTBALL TEAM!!!*
For more information please contact
Amanda-(Captainj618-317-1724 or
Romika- (Co-Captainj314- 374-8714 Also
visit Eastsidejustice _com MUST BE 21
OR OLDER TRYOUTS BEGIN APRIL 19TH

Roommate wanted
4 bedroom house about 15 minutes
from campus . $300 a month wi $50
deposit. Please contact Jodie @ 314401-9105 for more info.

Student Swap
National Student Exchange gives you
the opportunity to study in a
different state and still pay UMSL
tuitionl How tempting does Hawaii or
California sound? Call Maureen at
314.516.7769 for details.

per ad/issue

Work at Home

Do you want elegant wedding photos
without paying the high price?1 am a
highly trained and experienced photographer starting out in the wedding
industry. Get professional photos without the paying the price. Make an
appointment today. 1stopphoto@sbc global. net

STLOUISMOJO.COM
A 100% FREE COMMUNITY WEBSITE-PERSONAL PROFILES , CLASSIFIEDS,
FORUMS , LOCAL EVENTS, INTEREST
GROUPS-PROMOTE YOUR GIGS, MEET
NEW FRIENDS, ALL FOR FREE!!

Personals
UMSL Student, Criminology
major, Navy veteran, seeks full-time
employment. I am available to start
the week of April 4, 2005. My contact
information is (314)838 ·4190 and
cclindberg@yahoo.com. Please ask for
Chris.

T his could be your
class ified ad!

N_d an extra $18,000.00 a
year?

Call 516-5316 to place an advertisement. Classifieds 40 words or less are
FREE to all students, faculty and
staff!

Candy vending route. 50 locations .
Cost $3000 1-800-568-1392 or
www.vendingthatworks.com

Classified. receives over 100
hits on the web each week!

Are you a
born leader?
Apply now to lead the editoria l
coverage or the business
department of The Current.
Applicants must submit a resume &
cover letter by 5 p.m. May 3 for:

• Managing Editor
• Business Manager
For more infonnatiOll, or to submit an applicatioo,

contact The Current:
Ema~: CUrTeI1t@jnx.umst .edu

Phone: 314-516-5174
VISit: 388 MSC
The Currnnt is .., Equal OpportlJrity Employer
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